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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
UNITED KINGDOM: ADMIRALTY. 


Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the 

“a 12th September, for the supply of draught 
horses, &c., for use in Her Majesty’s Dockyard, 
Portsmouth. 

Forms of Tender, containing conditions of 
contract and all particulars, may be obtained on 
personal application at this office, or by letter addressed “ Director 
of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, Whitehall, §.W.®; also on applica- 
tion to the Admiral Superintendent, H.M. Dockyard, Portsmouth. 


‘Horses for the 
Portsmouth 
Dockyard. 


CANADA. 

The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 

‘information may be obtained. 


Enquiries 
relating to Trade. 


Home Enquiries.—A London paper agent who is about to visit 
Canada shortly desires to hear of new paper and pulp mills not 
spot here, especially those able to produce large quantities 
of “news.” 

_ A firm of importers of canned meats and fruits desires to be 
placed in communication with Canadian exporters of such 
products. 
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The South African agent of a large firm of London general 
merchants, now in this country, is open to represent one or two 
first-class Canadian manufacturers willing to compete in South 
Africa. Preference given to firms who would keep stocks in 
South Africa, and who have London connections. 

An English engineering firm, whose speciality is pulsometers, 
desire to hear from a responsible firm in Canada willing to act as 


agent. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian firm, manufacturing whips and 
lashes, desires to appoint a tlioroughly reliable firm of manu- 
facturers’ agents to represent them. They would also like to be 
placed in communication with English export commission 
merchants doing business in South America. 

Persons desiring to embark in the pulp industry in the province 
of British Columbia are invited to communicate with a gentleman 
who is in a position to furnish useful information. 

A leading Ontario firm of canners of fruit and vegetables desire 
to appoint a responsible agent at Copenhagen who could push their 
specialities in Denmark and the adjacent countries. 

A Nova Scotia firm exporting hay, foods and cereals in general, 
desires to hear from importers of these articles. 

A Canadian firm manufacturing “Excelsior,” a wood product 
used for stuffing purposes, mattresses, &c., desires to be placed in 
communication with importers of such materials. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of which Section 
further particulars may be obtained :— 

Canadian Enguiries—A Canadian firm of wholesale grocers 
would like to hear from reliable shippers of Portuguese Tapnet 
figs. They are prepared to place large orders for September and 
October shipment;*but must purchase at first hand in transit from 
country of growth. 

A Canadian correspondent seeks purchasers of lead and iron ores. 

A Canadian, saw mills firm is prepared to fill orders for sashes 
and doors, clothboards cut to dimensions, &c. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 

The “ New South Wales Government Gazette” of the 13th ult. 

Steel Bridge over states that Tenders will be received up to 2 

the o'clock p.m. on Monday, the 29th October, 1900, 

River M from persons willing to contract for construction 

iver Murray. —_ of a steel lift bridge over the River Murray at 
Cobram. 

Plan, specification and form of tender may be seen at the office 

of the Principal Assistant Engineer for Roads and Bridges, Sydney ; 

Department of Public Works, Melbourne ; and Post Office, Cobram. 
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EGYPT. 


The following particulars as to Tenders for 1,500,000 envelopes, 

were published in the Egyptian “Journal Officiel” of the 
15th inst. :— 
Tenders will be received at the Central Office of the Ministry 
of Finance, Cairo, for the supply of 1,500,000 
envelopes required for the National Printing 
Press. 

The conditions of the supply and the samples of the above 
envelopes can be examined at the above office, on all days, from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon, Fridays and holidays excepted. 

Persons wishing to tender for this supply must submit their 
Tenders to the Central Office of the Ministry of Finance, on or 
before the 30th September, 1900, inclusive. 


Tenders for 
Envelopes. 


RUSSIA (ASIATIC). 


According to the New York “Journal of Commerce” of the 
‘ 7th inst., it is announced from St. Petersburg 
a that a company is in course of formation there, 
geo gg with a cua of six million roubles (about 
600,000/.), to acquire and work a large area of 
coal-bearing land in Russian Eastern Turkestan. It is expected 
that the company will be shortly ready to request bids for 
machinery, &c., from foreign countries. By working the mines in 
question it is stated that the importations of coal will be consider- 
ably curtailed. The coal to be obtained is said to be of a better 
quality than that obtained in the Donetz; the deposit is situated 
at Utsch-Rurgan, which is about 20 miles from the railroad 
station. 


NETHERLANDS-—JAVA, 


According to the New York “Journal of Commerce” of 9th 

inst., Tenders are being invited by the Dutch 

— — Government for 3,400 tons of cast iron flanged 

P water pipes for the water works at Sourabaya, 

Java. The bids are required by the 26th of September next, at 

noon. Particulars printed in English are to be had from Martinus 
Nyhoff, No. 18, Nobelstraat, The Hague. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 20th inst. contains a notice calling for 
‘Tenders to be presented prior to 30th prox., 
for the supply of machinery to the Municipality 
of Mieres. ‘The principal items are a Babcock 


Supply of 
Machinery. 


and Wilcox’s Generator for 1,000 kilogrammes steam per hour at 
a2 
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8 atmospheres, for which the upset price is 12,420 pesetas 40 cents, 
or 385/., and a Lavat turbine of 50 horse-power effective and 
1,500 revolutions in the pulleys of 320 milometres, for which the 
upset price is 10,215 pesetas, or 316/.; the upset price for the 
whole of the machinery as per list, including the items just 
stated, is 38,941 pesetas 10 cents, or 1,205/. The Tenders have to 
be presented by engineers with a house established in Spain, in 
order to facilitate the execution of repairs at any time. 


The “ Madrid Gazette ” of 23rd inst. contains an Order confirming 

Railway in the concession to the Railway Company of 

Ast y Langreo to build a railway from Sotiello to the 

. Port of Musel. Railway material imported 

from abroad is subject to special duties, as noted at p. 434 of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 22nd February last. 


The same “ Gazette ” contains a fresh notice calling for Tenders for 
the construction of a covered market in the 
Market in Burgos. Square of General Santocildes (see “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 14th June last, p. 540), the 
upset price for which is now placed at 92,132 pesetas 11 cents, or 
2,8401. 


The same “ Gazette ” contains a notice calling for Tenders for the 

Supply of supply of electric light to the town of Vélez 

Electric Licht. Blanco up to lst March, 1920. The upset 

8 payment to be made by the Municipality is 

3,000 pesetas, or 92/. per annum, on a basis of 110 incandescent 
lamps, 30 to be of 16 candles, 60 of 10, and 20 of 5. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 26th inst. contains a notice calling for 

Tenders, to be delivered by 25th proximo, for 

Steam Rollers. the supply of two steam rollers, each weighing 

20 tons without coal or water, to the munici- 

pality of Madrid, at the upset price of 60,000 pesetas, or 1,8521., for 
the two. 

The “ Gazette ” containing the above notices may be seen at the 
Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 

The British Vice-Consul at Inhambane, speaking of possible open- 
Openings for ings for British trade in his district, says that 
Tr ~% in the matter of boots and shoes there is very 
little opening for the British article at Inham- 

bane, the import duties of 1,000 reis, nearly 4s. 6d. (or at the 
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present rate of exchange 3s. 4d.) per kilo., being practically pro- 
hibitive. The cheap boots and shoes, roughly made, but of good 
leather, coming from Portugal, command practically the whole 
trade. There would, however, be a good sale for cheap rope work 
shoes, and rubber-soled sand shoes, with light canvas uppers, would 
probably come in under the Customs regulations as common shoes, 
and would consequently pay only 200 reis, or 8d. per kilo. 

Soap is imported almost entirely from Marseilles, and as there 
is a considerable trade done, it might be worth the while of British 
manufacturers to direct their attention to this article. The same 
remarks apply equally to candles. 

Enamelled ironware also commands a good sale, but in this 
direction again the Germans appear to control the trade. 

Corrugated iron is also used extensively and is coming more 
and more into use, especially for roofing. The majority of the 
iron comes from Great Britain, but both German and French iron 
is imported here. Neither of these latter can compete with the 
British article in respect to quality, the sheets of the Continental 
iron quickly rusting in this climate. But as both the French and 
German iron is cheaper and as there is more profit on it to the 
middleman, the agents for its sale are pushing it actively, and it 
will not be long apparently before the British article is ousted 
altogether. Both the German and French iron is thinner, and 
consequently there are more sheets to the ton. 

Up till quite recently the large red tiles from Marseilles were 
almost entirely used for roofing, but their cost, 14/. per 1,000, 
prohibits their general employment and corrugated iron is used 
now instead. (foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,508.) 


ROUMANIA. 


According to the Deutscher Reichs-Anzeiger of the 22nd 

Sten te August, the civic administration of Piatra 

Electric Lighting Neamtz, is prepared to receive up to the 2nd 

18 * November, Tenders for a concession for 30 

years for the lighting of the town by electricity. Further parti- 
culars may be obtained from the local administration. 


UNITED STATES. 


The British Vice-Consul at Los Angeles reports that Southern 
: California is seeing the rise of a new industrial 
Opening for 


Capital in era, occasioned by improved methods of trans- 

mitting electrical power from the mountain 
streams to the cities, where it is used for light- 
ing purposes, to propel tramways, and in the conduct of industrial 


California, 
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enterprises. This new era is only in its infancy at present, and 
offers great inducements for the intelligent investment of capital. 

The Vice-Consul, later on in his report, writes as follows :— 

“T receive a good many catalogues and price-lists and send them 
to the Chamber of Commerce, where they can be seen by the 
business community. Merchants here, however, who deal in 
British goods tell me that they were first induced to do so by the 
personal solicitations of commercial travellers, and I am entirely 
satisfied that this is the only way in which trade can be built up. 
Half-a-dozen merchants dealing in different products could com- 
bine to send an agent to represent them, and they will do more 
business in that way than by sending a ton of catalogues and 
price-lists. For the reasons stated in my last report* I think it 
probable that Los Angeles will be the most important point on the 
Pacific Coast within a few years time, and in this view of the situa- 
tion it is of the last importance that British merchants who want 
to establish connections here should at once give the matter 
consideration.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,506.) 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
ia, despatch from H.M. Consul in Chicago, stating 
aiaaien. that an Automobile Exhibition and Competi- 

, tion is to take place in Chicago, from 19th to 
23rd prox. The programme has not yet been published, but the 
Consul is informed that the leading English manufacturers have 
been communicated with directly by the organisers of the Exhi- 


bition. 


BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Dredgi a despatch from H.M. Acting Consul at 
Poe a Paré calling attention to the silting up of the 
P ry river and the probability of dredging machinery 
being required whenever the State Government 
decide to take action in regard to the matter. Attention is called 
to the following description which the Acting Consul gives of the 
port, as well as to the footnote referring to specifications and 
proposals :— 
“The Para river, opposite to the town of Parad, is some three 
miles broad. ‘This does not represent the whole width of the 
estuary, as an island named the ‘ Ilha das Oncas’ exists in front of 
the town, and stretches some four miles up and down the river. 
“The depth of the channel is not affected by the wet and dry 


* See Foreign Office, Annual Scries, 2,849, 
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seasons; the daily tides, however, cause a variation of some 
10 feet in the depth at low water and high water. The average 
depth of the channel up which steamers would have to come to 
anchor near the Custom House is about 18 feet at low water. As 
a depth of 27 feet is required by the steamers to do so, and the 
distance at which they at present anchor is 3 to 34 miles, it would 
be necessary to dredge a channel in the river bed 34 miles in 
length, 3 mile in breadth, and 10 feet in depth to meet their 
requirements. 

“ The ebbing tide flows out along the Ilha das Oncas side at a rate 
of about 6 knots an hour, while it flows in along the town side at 
about 5 knots, thereby causing a tendency for the town side to 
silt up. 

" - the rapidity with which the channel silts up has been 
very much increased. 

“The matter to be dredged consists of argillaceous sand and 
mud. 

“* NoteE.—What should be sent out are specifications of a dredg- 
ing machine capable of opening and keeping open the channel to 
the required depth, mentioning consumption of coal per ton of 
material lifted, and the daily or monthly expense incurred by the 
machine whilst at work, also specifications of floating stages. 

“Should any firms be disposed to contract to open and keep 
open the channel, it is quite possible that the Government would 
come to some arrangement with them.” 

Firms interested should communicate through agents of their 
own in Para, or, in case of need, the Acting Consul will bring their 
communications before the notice of the Authorities. 


MADAGASCAR. 


H.M. Consul at Antananarivo, in his report on the trade of Mada- 
gascar in 1899, says that the construction of 


= layeles, excellent roads in the neighbourhood of the 
eetntn Ten capital has led to a demand for bicycles, which 
rs aper, are likely, in the near future, to become very 


popular with the Hovas. Hitherto the demand 
has been supplied by French machines of the “ Peugeot” make, 
which are sold in Antananarivo at 15/. The import duty on 
bicycles is 220 fr. per 100 kilos. 

Carriages, dog-carts, and light conveyances are also beginning to 
come into use, and there is no doubt that, afcer the completion of 
the waggon road to the east coast this year, numbers of vehicles of 
all kinds will be ordered. 


A recently created want, which as yet importers have made no 


| 
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a‘tempt to supply, is that of sandals suitable for the native porters 
travelling between the coast and the interior. Formerly, when the 
route to the coast followed native tracks and footpaths, no covering 
for the feet was necessary, but carriers now find that the new roads 
along which they travel necessitate more protection in this respect. 
Being unable to purchase sandals the porters utilise the soles of 
cast-off boots, strips of leather, or canvas, which, in most cases, are 
quite unsuited to the purpose for which they are intended. A 
suitable sandal, adapted to the requirements of these carriers, 
would very probably meet with an extensive sale. 


Paper is also an article for which, it is stated, there will be an 
increasing demand. 


Care should be taken that packages which cannot be opened and 
hie re-arranged at the port of discharge be made up 

as to packing in weights to which the native carriers are 
P * accustomed. One man will carry two packages 

of from 40 to 45 Ibs. each, but, if the package be sufficiently heavy 
to require two porters, the weight should not exceed 140 to 150 
Ibs. For packages exceeding 300 lbs. it is exceedingly difficult to 


obtain inland transport. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,518.) 


COREA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Séul, in his recent report to the Foreign 
Articles for the Office, writes as follows on the openings for 
Senn: Shiet trade to be found in his district. He says:— 

‘English manufacturers are far less enterpris- 
ing than their American competitors in supplying merchants in 
the East with illustrated and priced catalogues, a circumstance 
which often accounts for orders, which might otherwise have been 
placed in England, being sent to America. 1 do not mean to 
advocate that expensive catalogues should be sent indiscriminately 
to every port; but in non-manufacturing countries, such as China 
and Corea, where new industries are constantly being opened up, 
which are generally foreshadowed in the trade reports, manu- 
facturers might find it worth their while to send their catalogues 
to British firms in the district concerned. With this end in view 

I have drawn up the following list of articles which are likely to 

find a market in this country, and for which catalogues (in dupli- 

cate, if possible) would be gladly received by Messrs. Holme, 

Ringer, & Co., of Chemulpo :—Gold mills, gold-mining tools, picks 

and shovels, hauling ropes, pumping machinery, rock-drilling 

machinery, agricultural implements, irrigating machinery, bridge 
work, electrical and telephone machinery, overhead and under- 
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ground telegraph and telephone wire. Also market reports touch- 
ing upon chemicals used in gold-mining, candles, hardware, quick- 
silver, and oilman’s stores.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,511.) 


In the same report it is stated that Corea may be said to offer a 
very fair field for capitalists who wili stay in 

— the country and watch their interests, and 

P : H.M. Consul-General gives the following advice 

to those who are seeking concessions. ‘‘ The two things requisite to 
success are unlimited patience and full power to accept a contract 


when the opportunity arrives, the delay incurred in telegraphing 


home and elsewhere being sufficient to give time for the growth of 
opposition, which may prove fatal. Sdéul, and indeed the whole 
country, is a hot-bed of intrigue, and the revolutions of the political 
wheel are unceasing; ministers and favourites, no matter how 
strong their position, are liable to be swept away at a moment’s 
notice, and the grant of a concession which has met with the bitterest 
opposition under one régime may be perhaps easily obtained a few 
weeks afterwards.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,511.) 


| 

| 
| 

i 

| 

j 


494 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Aug. 80, 1900. 


TRADE OF CAPE COLONY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
30TH JUNE, 1900. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for the 3rd 
inst. publishes some statistics showing the value of the imports 
into and exports from Cape Colony for the year ended 30th June, 
1900, as compared with a similar period of 1898-99. The 
following table shows the imports of articles into the colony for the 
two periods named, distinguishing the principal categories of mer- 
chandise, articles imported for the use of the Colonial Government, 
and specie :-— 


Imports of Merchandise into Cape Colony. 


Year ended | Year ended 
Categories of Merchandise. 30th June, 30th June, 
1899. 1900. 
Provisions :— | £ £ 
[Butter ; margarine; cheese; chicory ; | 


coffee; confectionery and cocoa; meats, | 

salt and preserved ; general provisions, oil- | 

men’s stores, Sc. ; rice, sugar, tea | | 1,951,000 2,277,000 
Wearing apparel, &c. :— | 
[Apparel and slops; haberdashery and | 

2,107,000 || 1,742,000 


millinery ; hats | 
Cereals :— 

[Flour ; maize; oats; wheat | ws us 887,000 | 1,018,000 
Cotton manufactures 1,087,000 839,000 
Hardware, cutlery and ironmongery a ae 896,000 | 692,000 
Machinery and agricultural implements ... — 1,255,000 | 688,000 
Leather and leather manufactures :— | | 

Beots and shoes ; saddlery, harness, §c.] ... | 644,000 | 615,000 
Wood and manufactures thereof :— | 
[ Wood unmanufactured, planed or grooved ; | 
manufactured other than furniture ; furni- 
ture and cabinetware | oe ose ove 856,000 579,000 
Beverages (alcoholic) :-— 

[Ale and beer ; spirits ; wine} bee oe 360,000 362,000 
Books and stationery 452,000 | 359,000 
Coal, coke, and patent fuel... on ie 241,000 | 289,000 
Woollen manufactures 330,000 241,000 
Metals, manufactures of :— 

[Tron, bar, bolt, rod and sheet, corrugated 

and galvanized ; lead, bar, pipe, sheet, | 
and shot | ose ove wes coe 234,000 245,000 
Drugs and chemicals... eee ove 303,000 202,000 
Other articles of merchandise _... — sve 3,819,000 3,556,000 
Total merchandise 15,392,000 | — 13,704,000 
Imports of articles for Colonial Government... 1,096,000 | 706,000 
Grand Totai... 17,248,000 | 19,057,000 
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The following table shows the values of the exports of principal 
and other products and specie from the Cape Colony in the same 
two periods, the only noticeable increase being in copper ore. ! 


Exports of Principal Articles from Cape Colony. 


Year ended Year ended 
Articles. 30th June, 30th — 
1899, 1900. 

£ 
Gold (raw)... —-:17,265,000 |, 4,746,000 
Wool .. weet «1,834,000 || 1,482,000 
Hides and skins 412,000 || 403,000 
Other articles . sad 806,000 || 941,000 
Total wd merchandise 26,060,000 | 11,499,000 
Imported re- aes 331,000 594,000 
Specie ... ve ove 674,000 | 648,000 
Grand total ... 27,065,000 | 12,741,000 


Another table in the same Gazette shows that the amount of 
Customs duties collected in the various ports of the Colony during 
the same two years was 1,900,598/. during the twelve months 
ended 30th June, 1900, as against 1,855,939/. during a similar 
period of 1898-99. 

The value of merchandise entered at ports of Cape Colony for 
removal to the ‘l'ransvaal Republic and Rhodesia, during the 
twelve months ended 30th June, 1900, was 737,000. ‘and 186,000/ 
respectively, as compared with 3,385,000. and 564,000/. for a 
similar period of 1898-99. 


. 
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FOREIGN TRADE OF BULGARIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Sofia reports to the Foreign Office, 
that the total value of the foreign trade of Bulgaria in 1899 was 
far less than that of any year since 1888. Both imports and exports 
fell off some 20 per cent. in comparison with those of 1898, and 30 
per cent. in comparison with the average of the 10 years 1889-98. 

A bad harvest coming for the third year in succession caused a 
financial and commercial depression which brought the country to 
the verge of bankruptcy. Recourse has been had to a foreign loan 
on onerous terms; the salaries of all persons in the Government 
service and of officers in the army have been greatly reduced ; the 
old system of collecting the tithe on agricultural produce in kind 
instead of in cash has been reverted to, and free use has been made 
of a new law rendering legal the payment in silver at the official 
rate of exchange of amounts due by the Government in gold. It 
is hoped, however, that the present rate of 124 per cent. will not 
be exceeded, for harvest prospects are good throughout the country ; 
but the Vice-Consul adds that the warning contained in last year’s 
report as to the necessity of caution in the giving of credit 
cannot be too emphatically repeated. 


| Imports. | Exports. Total, 
| 
£ £ £ 
for 10 1889-98 ...  ...| 3,233,692 3,097,620 6,331,312 
1899 2,407,123 2,138,684 4,545,807 


Full trade statistics for 1899 have not yet been published, but 
enough can be gathered from the quarterly returns to show that 
the position of the United Kingdom is beginning to be seriously 
threatened. 

The following table shows the proportion per cent. of the imports 
from the various countries in the last four years :— 


Countries. 1896, 1897. 1898. 1899. 
Per Cent. Per Cent. Per Cent. Per Cent, 
United Kingdom 24 27 24 20°51 
and British Pos- 
sessions. 
entail 29 26 28 30°64 
Germany ... 11 13 13 14:20 
Turkey ... aoe 13 ll 0 10°61 
Italy 3 4 4 5°39 
France 5 4 5 6 5°36 
Russia se 6 5 4 3°62 
Belgium ... 3 3 5 2°57 
Other Countries .. 7 6 6 7:10 
Total on 100 100 100 100 
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“It is impossible to say anything definite regarding the outlook 
for 1900, as everything in this country depends on that uncertain 
factor, the harvest, which, for the present, at least, promises to be 
a fairly good one. The strain on commercial life is, however, very 
severe, and will in all probability bring disaster to weakly-funded 
firms before any substantial improvement is perceptible. An 
extraordinarily abundant harvest will certainly relieve the pressure 
and give the country breathing space, whereas a failure of the 
crops will in all likelihood mean widespread ruin for years to come, 
and in any case the trade of 1900 does not promise to be a more 
cheering subject of review than that of 1899. 

“The total Bulgarian imports are estimated by the Statistical 
Bureau to have fallen off in value as follows :— 


Increase 
From— or Decrease — 
Francs. 

Germany ove ose eee — 847,456 
France oes one eee — 1,085,947 


“ British trade, therefore, seems to have fallen off in greater 
proportion than that of other countries ; perhaps it is better so, 
seeing how many failures there have been, but it should be pointed 
out that unless British merchants change their system, trade will. 
continue to leave them, i.e., if they will persist in delivering only 
at British ports and selling by British weights, measures and 
moneys, when their commercial competitors mostly deliver at 
Bulgarian ports, and their weights and measures, at least, are 
always the same as those of Bulgaria, while their moneys, being 
invariably decimal, are much more easily calculated than ours.”* 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,493.) 

The British Vice-Consul at Varna, reporting to the Foreign 
Office, says that he would not be- justified in encouraging British 
houses to extend their operations in these parts until the success 
of the forthcoming crop be assured, and even then caution and 
reserve must be the order of the day on account of the great 
financial leeway the country has to make up. 

Several foreign firms which have been in the habit of. giving 
long and risky credits have been hard hit, and some of the weaker 
ones have succumbed. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,493.) 


* Even if the currency is nominally the same (é.c., francs) a calculation is always 
necessary for the exchange. 
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THE CHINA, EARTHENWARE AND GLASS TRADE OF 
CHICAGO. 


The following Report on the china, earthenware and glass trade 
of Chicago by the British Vice-Consul at that city has been received 
at the Board of Trade through the Foreign Office. 

The crockery and glass trade is one of the leading trades in 
which the British manufacturer is interested in the United States. 

For years past the British potter has been the supplier of the 
American market and he still continues in the lead, but with the 
general increase of production in the United States and the rapidly 
growing competition from Japan this lead can only. be maintained 
by a strict watch being kept on the market and the nature of the 
goods demanded as well as the prompt filling of orders. 

The German and Austrian manufacturers are looking with 
greedy eyes on this branch of American trade and no method is 
left untried to secure at least a part of the trade hitherto held by 
the English manufacturers. 

Chicago buyers go over once or twice a year to Europe to buy 
for the local market and the large district supplied from that city 
as a distributing centre, and it should be the aim of producers to 
get into touch with them. 

The imports of earthenware and china into the United States 
have increased 135 per cent. in 1899 as compared with 1898, and 
the value 1,518,598. from 1,337,4521., an increase of 181,1461. 

The direct imports to Chicago, which is the distributing centre 
for an enormous territory, for 1899, were valued at 153,5181. of 
which 89,2587. came from the United Kingdom. 

The following table gives the amount from each country with 
the increase :— 


Country. 1898. 1899. Increase. 
United Kingdom ... 641,985 586,902 44,917 8-2 
Austria 99.853 100,135 282 28 
France 181,811 284,457 102,646 56:4 
Germany ... a ane 417,399 448,494 31,095 75 
Europe, rest of ... sk 23,809 27,103 3,294 18 
Japan = ooo ove | 62,658 57,714 — 4,944 —78 
Other countries... vee | 9,937 13,793 3,856 38°9 


Total... (81,837,452 £1,518,598 


From the above it will be seen that the Japanese trade has fallen 
off and the Austrian barely held its own, while all the others have 
increased. 

The retail prices for dinner services, which is the principal 
staple article in the Chicago trade, are :— 
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China. Earthenware. 
British sie 20 0 to 100 0 British ‘es 1 5&6 f 30 0 
French 38 0 to 50 0 United States. 1&6 to 8 90 
German bs 210 to 12 0 Chinese a 14 0 to 25 0 


American Pottery.—There are no potteries in the Consular District 
of Chicago, the chief ones being in New Jersey and East Liverpool, 
Ohio, and the output last year is said to have reached 2,000,000. 

The sale of American crockery has increased immensely and is 
only checked by the works having all they can do. 

The improvements in the last few years in American pottery, 
especially at East Liverpool, have been great, and there are now 
60 factories, but of these only about ten are as yet turning out 
first class work, and none can equal the best foreign product, but 
it must be remembered that the demand for the more expensive 
article is limited. 

The high tariff, 60 per cent., which assures the American 
product a market has had the effect of increasing the number and 
size of the American factories, and with a rise in the price of the 
British article they will still further increase. 

The retailer in the western states of the United States expects 
a high rate of profit on many articles in which he deals, and, while 
he advertises and sells staple articles, of which the wholesale price 
is known to the general public at almost the cost price, he looks to 
make a profit on the other articles to recoup himself. 

It is stated that in crockery his charge is sometimes nearly 
100 per cent. over the wholesale price, and in reading the retail 
price given, this must be taken into account. 

The American earthenware takes a place very near that of the 
English, and is superior to the very coarse German earthenware, 
and the product of most potteries is heavier than the former, and 
more durable than the latter. 

The colours are not so well put on as in the British, and the 
whole article is, as a rule, coarser, and as yet underglazed patterns 
and float blue have not been made successfully, and with the 
prices the same, purchasers will not take the American article. 

Every manufacturer in the United States procures specimens of 
each new British désign as soon as it is imported, and copies are 
made if it is thought likely to take the market. 

The manufacturer of china in the United States is not yet com- 
peting with the United Kingdom, but is improving rapidly. 

French.—The greatest increase of all is in the French china, 
viz., 56 per cent. This is partly accounted for by the trade, during 
the last year or two, having fallen off greatly owing to the labour 
trouble at the French potteries, during which time orders could 
not be filled, but now they have again reached their normal con- 
dition, and also because the French manufacturer turns out small 
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china cups, plates, and knick-knacks of new and frequently 
changed designs which can be sold at a low price for Christmas 
and other presents, for which there has been a great demand in 
the United States. 

The prosperous times also have enabled people, who formerly 
were satisfied with English earthenware dinner services to purchase 
French china instead. 

Many of the expensive works of art also are imported from 
France. 

German.—German china in the Chicago market consists chiefly 
of imitations of famous French pottery at a much lower price. 

The earthenware is inferior to both British and American, being 
generally thick and not baked hard. 

Austrian.—Austrian china is sold as German, but it is stated 
that many Austrian factories have their orders filled and cannot 
take more. 

Chinese.—The Chinese produce only two patterns in dinner 
services, the old blue and the figures in colours, but they sell a 
quantity of small articles. 

Japanese.—The falling off in the importation of Japanese china, 
which consists entirely of small articles and vases, is accounted for 
by their having to a great extent gone in for copies of French china, 
and as it takes a year to get a design from Europe and the article 
manufactured and delivered in the United States, retail dealers in 
this class of china were unwilling to buy a design that had already 
been on the market for a year. Japan has splendid material, 
cheap labour, and a style of its own, and is a country which will 
branch out in the trade and have to be reckoned with, not only 
in the Oriental designs, but in the copies of European styles. 

The imitations of French china are very close and sell for half 
_ the price, and even with these low wholesale prices it is claimed 
that there is more profit in the Japanese trade than any other. 

British.—The imports of British china increased 8 per cent. 
in 1899, but it is expected that there will be considerable falling 
off in 1900 from the rise in prices and the inability to fill orders, 
both being on account of labour troubles and increased expense of 
manufacture. 

One firm in Chicago, who it appears has already advanced the 
price, states that their sales of British pottery has fallen off 10,000/. 
in the past six months, and that the decrease in sales in Chicago 
alone will reach nearly 20,000/.; but they all agree that the 
demand would have increased if the price had not been advanced 
so much, and that, although there is good cause for an advance, 
it would be more politic to be satisfied with little profit for a year 
and retain the trade, than to partly lose it and have the struggle 
to regain it later. 

British china, Minton, Worcester, Copeland, Doulton, &c., will 
always be in demand, but the profit to all connected with the trade 
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is not in the few high priced articles but in the enormous number 
of the low priced sold, and the object of the manufacturer must be 
to cater to the 95 per cent. who buy earthenware rather than to 
the 5 per cent. who buy china. 

It is very satisfactory to hear the opinion generally expressed 
that the British manufacturer is well up to the American in 
designs, machinery, and willingness to manufacture to suit his 
customer, but it is also said that some factories turn out poor work 
at times. 

Openings.—The general opinion seems to be that the British 
manufacturer might also with advantage turn out small cheap 
china articles, like the French, and, in addition, remember that 
the American demand is for change of shape and design. 

It is also said that some British manufacturers refer the United 
States customer to their broker or agent in New York or Chicago, 
whilst the purchaser wishes to deal direct with the manufacturer, 
not for the purpose of getting a lower price, but because they find 
it more satisfactory in every way. 

Packing.—The British packing is the best and cannot be 
improved on, whilst Japanese with their cheap labour wrap their 
products most elaborately. 

Glass.—Cut glass, for the manufacture of which there are one or 
two small factories in Chicago, has a large sale, and the American 
article is said to be vastly superior in design, cutting, shape, polish 
and lustre to any other, and it is claimed that the polishing by 
acid has a great superiority over the hand polishing. 

Bohemian glass still has a good market, but it is found that the 
British glass is made too fine, and the thin-stemmed engraved 
goblets are not good for the rough treatment it receives in the 
United States. American or Belgian cut glass is preferred. 

The demand for glass, which formerly came from Leith and 
Edinburgh, has now turned to the United States, which also 
export cut glass to Great Britain and Germany. 

The imports of glass, excluding window plate and bottles, in 
1899 amounted to 354,3071., and the exports to 294,1921., of 
which 163,5401., or 55 per cent., went to British Possessions, 
distributed as follows :— 


United Kingdom ... £31,199 
British Africa ... 4,167 
Other British 3,027 


Mexico also imports 51,6831. of American glass. 

The complaints made against British cut glass are the lack of 
new designs, unwillingness to conform to the wishes of the 
purchaser, lack of brilliancy, and careless and inferior cutting. 

Py A poe from the United Kingdom were valued at about 
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In an article in the “Journal des Débats” of the 9th inst. 
reviewing the existing ways of communication in Tonkin, M. Zolla 
says that the principal means of communication at present used in 
Tonkin are the rivers, but owing to the unsatisfactory character of 
water communication and the lack of roads, the necessity of con- 
structing in Tonkin lines of railway which would ensure the rapid 
transit of goods for import and export, has long been recognised. 
The object of the railways should clearly be to connect the interior 
with Haiphong, the only seaport of Tonkin, and join other lines 
traversing Yunnan in the north and Annam in the south. At 
present there is only the short narrow-gauge line in existence 
which connects Phu-Lang-Tuong with Langson. This line is 
being extended to Hanoi and the earthworks of the new line are 
already complete. The terminus of this extension is, however, on 
the left bank of the Red River, across which a bridge slightly over 
a mile long is being built. The execution of this work presents 
considerable difficulties: in the rainy season the river is swollen to 
far greater than its normal width and the bed of the river is of 
clay, and in order to obtain a firm foundation for the bridge, piles 
have to be fixed very firmly in the earth, so that it will hardly be 
finished within eighteen months or two years. 

The line from Langson to Hanoi crosses the north-east 
of the Tonkin Delta in a direction parallel to the sea coast. 
It has also been decided to build a main line, which would 
cross the Delta from north-west to south-west, terminating at 
Haiphong; this line would be extended northwards beyond the 
frontier and reach the tableland of Yunnan. ‘The line is now 
being surveyed, and a part of the levelling and earthworks (from 
Hanoi to Vietri and Hanoi to Haiphong) has been given out to 
contractors. The Hanoi-Vietri line will connect Hanoi, the capital, 
with Vietri, which is situated at the confluence of three rivers, the 
Red, the Black, and the Clear Rivers, and will enable goods coming 
from Upper Tonkin—the valleys of the Red River and the Clear 
River—to reach Hanoi by a safe and quick route, At Hanoi the 
river is always deep enough—even at the season of low water, 
from November to March—for navigation, a fact which emphasises 
the importance of the railway as allowing goods to be sent to or 
from that port by a rapid route. The line from Hanoi to Hai- 
phong crosses the Delta and connects the interior of Tonkin with 
the coast. 

Another line under survey will connect Hanoi with Vinh in 
Annam. This line, the work on which will soon be commenced, 
will cross the Tonkin Delta, and following the line of the sea coast 
in a southerly direction will cross the valley of Thanh-Hoa and 
terminate for the present at Vinh. It is hoped, however, that this 
line will eventually be prolonged to Hué and Saigon, thus con- 
necting the three colonies—Tonkin, Annam, and Cochin China. 

The northern Tonkin line will follow the valley of the Red River 
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in a northerly and westerly direction through Yen-Bai and Laokai, 
terminating at Mengtsz in Yunnan, so that in time a continuous 
railway between Saigon in the south and Mengtsz in the north will 
enable passengers, goods, and troops to be sent from the extreme 
south to the extreme north of French Indo-China. Many years 
may, however, elapse before this great trunk line is completed. 
Surveying and construction are both very difficult in the unhealthy 
valleys of the upper Red River, which are too sparsely populated 
to supply the requisite labour in sufficient quantity. 

The Acting Commissioner of Customs at Mengtsz, in his report 
for 1899, states that a complete survey of the projected Laokai- 
Yunnan railway was made during the year by officers sent by the 
Tonkin Government. By the route selected, the length of the line 
from Laokai to the provincial capital is about 450 kilométres, and no 
great engineering difficulties will be encountered except in two or 
three places. The railway first passing along the bank of the Red 
River to a point nearly mid-way between Hokow and Manhao will 
ascend to the Yunnan plateau by the Hsin-hsien valley. In this 
valley an ascent of 1,200 métres will be made in the short distance 
of 75 kilométres. Between the end of the valley and the Mengtsz 
plain two tunnels will be required each about 700 métres long. 
In the gorge of the Hsi-chiang (Canton West River) on the way 
between Lin-an and the capital, a great rock excavation will be 
cut in the face of the precipice fronting the river. The bridges to 
be built present no serious difficulty. 

The Chinese Government is granting the land and the work of 
construction will probably be undertaken by a concessionary 
company if the terms offered by the Tonkin Government prove 
satisfactory. A company consisting of a syndicate of several large 
banks in France, made, during the year, an independent survey of 
the route, and this group of financiers may early in 1900 come to 
an agreement with the Tonkin Colony. Actual railway building is 
not begun, but French officers have been making a road between 
the Red River and the Mengtsz plain which is meant to facilitate 
the transport later on of materials for use in the construction of 
the railway. 

The line from Haiphong to Vietri will, it is hoped, be opened 
within two years, unless it is delayed unduly by the engineering 
works to be carried out on the banks of the river south of Hanoi, 
and the line from Hanoi to Vinh will be opened shortly afterwards. 

The French Chambers in 1898 authorised a loan of 8 millions 
sterling to be raised for railway construction, &c., in Indo-China, 
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OPENING UP OF THE MINERAL RESOURCES 
OF HAITI. 


The following particulars concerning the mineral resources of 
the Republic of Haiti are taken from the report of the United 
States Minister at Port au Prince :— 

The great need of the Haitien Republic is easy means of 
communication from one section to the other. At present, there 
is no way of communicating with the cities of the north (Cape 
Haitien and Port de Paix), except by a long and rugged road 
which follows the coast nearly the entire distance, then crosses the 
northern range of mountains, requiring at least four days of steady 
travel on horseback, though the distance from the capital to Port 
de Paix is only 159 miles, and to Cape Haitien 180 miles. By 
water (steamer), it requires two days. The capital, Port au 
Prince, is 69 miles from St. Marc and 99 miles from Gonaives. 

- On account of the great fatigue in travelling by this inland 
road, many are compelled to resort to sailing vessels of about 30 
or 40 tons ; these are engaged entirely in the coasting trade, have 
no convenience or comfort, and are also slow. Unless the wind 
be in their favour, it takes from two to three days to reach the 
cities named. The traveller has the option of awaiting the arrival 
of the steamers from the United States or Europe that stop at 
these ports. 

The communication with the south side of the Republic is 
equally difficult, taking four or five days by sailing vessel and 
two days by the steamers, the latter stopping only at the larger 
cities. By horseback to Jacmel takes 24 hours, though the 
distance is but 39 miles. 

It is for the want of means of communication that the interior 
is without cities, though in some of the valleys rich and fertile 
lands are to be found. 

The Government has recently made concessions to several parties 
to build railroads—one in the south to the salt lakes, a distance of 
50 miles. This road, when constructed, is to eventually connect 
the capitals of the two Republics (Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic), and will open a rich agricultural and mineral section. 
Another railway to the north through St. Marc, Gonaives, Port de 
Paix, will have its terminus at Cape Haitien. One is now in 
course of construction from Cape Haitien to Grand Riviere, a place 
of some considerable size near the base of the Cibao range. Rails 
have been laid for a distance of eight miles. 

The Government derives no advantage from these concessions. 
It grants to the concessionnaires all the benefit that will accrue 
from them. 

The extent of the mineral deposits of the Republic must remain 
unknown until there is a better system of communication. In 
order to understand the situation of these deposits, it is necessary 
to consider the topography of the country. 


q 
j 
4 


Aug. 30, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 505 


Opening up of the Mineral Resources of Haiti. 


The principal mountain range is the Cibao, extending through 
the centre of both Republics from Cape Engano, the eastern limit 
of Santo Domingo, north-westerly to the Mole St. Nicholas. In 
the southern peninsula there is another range which might be 
termed an offshoot of the principal one, known as the Hotte 
Mountains. The main range is igneous in character. 

Some of the mines of the Republic were successfully worked by 
slave labour (it is estimated that 75,000 slaves were brought from 
Africa for the purpose), but on account of the cruelties practised 
by the owners, one of the first steps taken by the President of the 
Republic, when the independence of Haiti was declared, was to close 
all the mines and to forbid future working. The reason given him 
was that the exploitation of the mineral wealth would attract to 
the country an undesirable class of people; he also desired the 
agricultural development of the country. ‘The present administra- 
tion, however, will welcome outside capital. 

During the past few years, some of the old mines have been found, 
and an effort is being made to work them. Copper ore containing 
from 40 to 50 per cent. of pure copper has been discovered in the 
north-west, south of Port de Paix and north of Gonaives. This 
region is also rich in iron ore, containing from 68 to 70 per cent. of 
that metal. East of this district, beds of coal have recently been — 
discovered, miles in extent; here can also be found marble, 
porphyry, kaolin, tin, and antimony. 

In the southern section of the Republic, or that part traversed by 
the Hotte Mountains, copper and magnetic iron are found. To the 
north of Jacmel gold has been discovered in paying quantities. 

Within the last year, the Government has given concessions to 
develop these mineral resources, several of which are held by 
Americans. The principal one—the opening of the coal belt—has 
been granted to Mr. Anton Jaegerhuber, an American citizen, the 
head of one of the leading commercial houses in Port au Prince. 
This gentleman also holds the concession to construct two lines of 
railway, one to the north from the capital, the other east towards 
the Dominican borders, both of which will develop a rich district. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BAHAMAS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Colonial Office, of a 
. copy of an Act, assented to by the Governor of 
Exemption of the Bahamas on the 11th May last, which 
Si A Bottles exempts ““Siphons and Siphon bottles, for con- 
oe Duty “taining aerated waters, from the payment of 

: ‘import duty under the Tariff Act, 1895.” 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received information through the Colonial 

: Office to the effect that the Acting High Com- 

Customs Tariff, nissioner of Southern Nigeria has issued a 

Proclamation enforcing in that Protectorate the whole of the 
Customs Tariff of Lagos. 


GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at page 320 of the 
“Journal” for the 9th inst., respecting the 


Reciprocity Arrangement between Germany 
ith oe aed and the United States, the Board of Trade are 
wi peat ni now in receipt, through the F oreign Office, of a 


copy of the Arrangement in question. It 
appears from this that in addition to the stipulation mentioned in 
the notice referred to as to the application to imports from the 
United States of the rates of duty of the German Conventional 
Tariff as based upon existing Treaties between Germany and 
Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Italy, Roumania, Russia, Servia, and 
Switzerland, the Arrangement also provides that “the Imperial 
“German Government will, as soon as this Agreement shall be put 
“in force, annul the regulations providing that the dried or 
* evaporated fruits imported from the United States into Germany 
“be inspected on account of the San José scale. These fruits 
“shall during the continuance in force of this Agreement be 
“ admitted into Germany without other charges than the payment 
“of the Customs duties to which they may now or in future be 
“ subject by law.” 

It is further provided that the Arrangement is to remain in force 
for three months from the date on which either of the parties to it 
shall notify the other of its intention to terminate the same. 
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FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a French Presidential Decree, published 
Sugar Bounties. in the “Journal Officiel” of the 15th inst., 
fixing the rates of the direct bounties on sugar 
of the production of France and the French Colonies to be allowed 
from the lst September next. The following is a translation of 
the Decree, which bears date 14th August :-— 

Article 1.—The bounties which will be granted to French native 
or colonial sugars declared for exportation to foreign countries and 
to the French Colonies not subject to the Metropolitan Customs 
tariff, are, from the 1st September, 1900, fixed as follows :— 

Raw sugar in grains or small crystals testing at 
least 98 per cent. for beetroot sugars, or 97 per cent. 
at least for colonial sugars, the testing being made 
before allowance for waste in refining :—per 
100 kilogs. of refined sugar ... ove 2 frs, 54 cts. 

(Sugars of this class, liable to duty and exported abroad directly 
by the manufacturer, when they polarize 99°75 per cent. at least, 
shall be considered as refined sugar, without any deduction on 
account of drawback in favour of the manufacturer.) 

Raw sugar testing from 65 to 98 per cent. for 
beetroot sugar, or from 65 to 97 per cent. for French . 
colonial sugar :—per 100 kilogs. of refined sugar ... 2 frs. 22 cts. 

Sugar candies, calculated at their legal co-efficient, 
refined sugar in lumps or pieces, perfectly pure, hard 
and dry :—per 100 kilogs. ... eee eee ... 2 frs. 86 cts. 

“ Vergeoises ” :—per 100 kilogs. of refined sugar.. 2 frs. 86 cts. 

Refined sugar in grains or crystals testing at least 
98 per cent. :—per 100 kilogs. of refined sugar ... 2 frs, 54 cts. 

(If the sugars of this last-named class polarize at least 99°75 per 
cent., they shall be considered as pure refined sugars, and the 
export certificates therefor shall be accepted as discharge of tem- 
porary admission bonds for their total weight, without any 
deduction.) 


FRANCE—(MADAGASCAR.) 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

, copy of a Decree, published in the French 

— “ Journal Officiel ” of the 18th inst., modifying 

, "the Tariff of Customs duties leviable in Mada- 

gascar on foreign goods imported into that island, in the following 
particulars :— 


‘ 
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Description of Articles. Former Duty. New Duty. 
Animals, living. Frs. Cts. Frs. Cts. 
Cattle for breeding purposes ... Free. 


ree. 
Stallions and geldings of five years “of age Each 30 00 Each 20 00 
and above. 


Mares under five years of age ... i ee » 380 00 » 20 00 

PORTUGAL. 


According to a notice which appeared in the official Portuguese 
Prohibition of Diario do Governo” of the 14th inst., the 
Export of Arms exportation of arms and munitions of war, and 
rg tae cana of detached parts of arms, from Portugal and 
35 its possessions to Chinese ports, has been tem- 
porarily prohibited. 


The same publication also contains an announcement to the 
effect that the following additions have been 
Import Duty on made to the Customs Tariff, viz. :— 


Automobiles. 
English 
Duty. Equivalents. 
Reis. & d. 
Automobiles, complete ... ..| Each 120,000 | Each27 0 0 
Automobiles, incomplete (worked by motors) » 70,000 » 1515 0 
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BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


Sir H. H. Johnston, H.M. Special Commissioner for the Uganda 
See Protectorate, in his report presented to 
The Parliament this month, says that the Uganda 
Uganda Railway Government Railway ends for working pur- 
8 Beuatorial > poses on the Uganda side of the Kikuyu 
Sabie enh the Escarpment, within a mile or two of the frontier 
Upper Nile ot the Uganda Protectorate. The earthworks 
ppe : of the line which is run from Naivasha to the 
eastern base of the Mau Escarpment at Molo, are being rapidly 
constructed over very easy ground. In a few months the per- 
manent line of the railway will have descended the Kikuyu Escarp- 
ment and have joined the line, now under construction up the Rift 
Valley, at Naivasha. When this is done there will be railway com- 
munication through from Mombasa to the base of the Mau Escarp- 
ment, or to within scarcely more than 100 miles of the Victoria 
Nyanza. 

Lake Victoria Nyanza is, of‘ course, navigable everywhere for 
steamers of considerable draught, but great care must be exercised 
in following the passages between the islands and the mainland, as 
they are apt to contain sunken rocks. With a skilful pilot, 
however, journeys can be made safely in steam-launches between 
the islands and the mainland. This route is often followed in 
preference to a cut across the open Lake as the waters of the 
Victoria Nyanza are very rough. Smoother water is met with in 
the island channels and it is also easy to stop at frequent intervals 
for supplies of firewood. ; 

The River Nile from the place where it issues from the Victoria 
Nyanza is interrupted by constant series of rapids and falls until 
it reaches Kakoge. From this point it is navigable into Lake 
Kioga and thence as far north as Foweira, Most of the principal 
branches of Lake Kioga are navigable for a small steam-launch. 
After Foweira, the Victoria Nile ceases to be navigable until Fajao 
is reached. From this point it can be navigated by small steamers 
as far north as Dufile. Then begins a stretch of about 70 miles of 
rapids, and the Nile is scarcely navigable again until it reaches 
Beden or Fort Berkeley. From this point, but for the occasional 
obstruction of the sudd, the Nile is navigable to Khartoum. 

Lake Albert is, of course, navigable for steamers. Lake Rudolf 
is also said to have a sufficient depth of water for a steamer or 
steam-launch ; Lake Baringo also. Lakes Naivasha and Nakuro 
can be navigated by small boats. 

Off these waterways and away from the cart-road which rungs no 
farther than Kavirondo, all transport must be done either with 
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human porters or with pack animals. Owing to the apparent 
absence from the entire Protectorate of the tsetse fly, no obstacle 
exists in the way of developing transport very considerably by 
means of beasts of burden. 

The only vessels on the Victoria Nyanza at the present time 
are: one small Government steam-launch belonging to the German 
authorities at Mwanza, one small steam-launch (the “ Victoria”) 
belonging to the Uganda Administration; one steam-launch 
belonging to a British firm engaged in commerce in Uganda; a 
sailing-vessel belonging to the Church Missionary Society, and an 
Arab dau. Nevertheless, small as are these craft, they have done 
much of late to assist the transport service, and to facilitate 
commerce with German East Africa. Sir H. H. Johnston concludes 
his report as follows :—“ At the present moment, I am sorry to 
say, we depend almost entirely on German East Africa for our 
supplies of best and cheapest trade goods. In fact, the European 
residents in this country would be very badly off for provisions, 
and many of the necessaries and comforts of life, but for the enter- 
prise of the two German firms established in Uganda. These latter 
get up all their goods through German East Africa, where porterage 
is very cheap and well organized. The goods are then brought 
across the Lake from Mwanza in daus to Uganda. The British 
Railway as yet has done little to change the route foilowed by 
commerce to Uganda. Of course, when the railway reaches the 
lake shore it will absolutely kill all opposition by the far greater 
rapidity of transport. 

To the Uganda Administration, however, especially in regard 
to the transport of passengers and horses, the Uganda Railway has 
made an enormous difference ; it may besaid to have entirely changed 
the aspect of things in this Protectorate. Passengers are now 
conveyed in a few days and in relative comfort from Mombasa to 
the frontier of the Uganda Protectorate to a region which (thence 
to the shores of the Victoria Nyanza) is perfectly healthy for man 
and beast.” 


RUSSIA. 
The “ Journal de St. Petersbourg” of the 17th August states that 
ase the Russian Minister of Ways of Communication 


has asked for a grant of 3,953,000 roubles 
ee (about 400,0001.) to be allotted for port im- 
: provement works at Poti. See “‘ Board of Trade 

Journal” for 28th January, p. 695. 
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PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 16th inst. contains an Order to the 
effect that in view of the representations of 
the Mozambique Company, and the Consulta- 
Sienntiiinin tive Committee of Foreign Affairs having been 
Gan a heard on the matter, it is decreed in terms of 
— Section 11 of Article 7 of the Decree of 17th 

May, 1897, as follows :— 

Article 1.—That the Tables of Port dues in the ports of the 
territories of the Mozambique Company, indicated in the annexed. 
tables (A, B, and C), be approved. 

Article 2. —That for vessels towed by tugs not belonging to the 
Mozambique Company, the first part of Table A annexed to the 
Regulations approved by Decree of 26th January, 1899, be 
continued in force. 

Article 3.—That Pilotage Fees be chargeable as well upon the 
entrance as upon the sailing of vessels. 

Note.—Portuguese ships of war are exempt from this Impost 
and other Port Charges. 

Article 4.—That Pilotage of foreign ships of war when it is 
asked for be paid according to Table C annexed to this Decree. 

Article 5.—That legislation to the contrary be hereby revoked. 


Tonnage Dues at 
Ports of 


A. 
Reis per Ton. Milreis. 
From 1lto 50 tons... 75 witha maximum of 37,500 
» oOlto 100 , ... 650 » Minimum of 37,500 
» wie ,.. 75,000 
» B0lto 400 ,,... 800 aa 105,000 
» 401to 500 ,,... 254 120,000 
751 to 1,000 ,, ... 200 187,500 
B. 
Passengers from or for sii. alg 
1st class 1 milreis. 
2nd class 500 reis. 
3rd class ,, 
Passengers from or for the Colonies— 
Ist class 500 reis. 
2nd class aie 300 ,, 
Deck passengers 200 ,, 
Cattle from or for Beira— 
For each horse.. 2°500 milreis. 
For each mule or ass ... a cee 2 milreis, 


| 

} 
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C. 
Ships entering without Carqgo— 
From 6 to 14 ft. draught... es 2 milreis. 
From 144 to 20 ft. draught milreis. 
More than 20 ft.draught milreis. 


Nore.—It is understood that payments under the above regu- 
lations have to be made at the rate of 4,500 reis per 1/. sterling. 
See “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 31st May last, page 469. 


BULGARIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Roustchouk, in a report to the 
Foreign Office, says that, in consequence of the 


va = opening of a branch railway from Plevna, a 
Communication, "°™ Port has been established at the village 


of Somovit, on the Danube, which formerly was 
included in the Nicopolis district. 

By this means there is in summer communication from all ports 
of the Danube to Somovit, and through it to Varna on the one 
hand, and Sofia on the other, but these facilities are more local 
than anything else, for as regards communication with Bucharest 
and the outer world they will be completely superseded by the 
new railway from Roustchouk to Tirnovo. 

This railway will be a most important addition to the communi- 
cations of the country ; it is destined to be continued from Tirnovo 
across the Balkans to Constantinople, but as yet no decision has 
been arrived at by which pass it will cross the Balkans; besides, 
it is quite evident that the finances of the Principality will not 
permit of such an extension for some time to come. Sufficient, 
however, remains in what may be said to be an accomplished fact 
—the railway from Roustchouk to its junction with the central 
line, Sofia-Varna, at a place near Tirnovo. It will be the best 
means of communication between Sofia and Berlin, all North-East 
Germany, Transylvania, Roumania, and Russia, at all events, in 
summer, and it would be so also in winter if something in the 
nature of a bridge were thrown over the Danube from Roustchouk 
to Giurgevo. 

Unfortunately, according to the British Vice-Consul, Bulgaria 
lost its chance of a joint railway bridge after Roumania had gone 
to the expense of working that at T'chernavoda, but a cheap high- 
level cable arrangement, which would admit of passengers and the 
mails crossing, is always possible, and would probably be a paying 
concern, for no one can calculate the loss to the country of the 
lack of communication in the three winter months, when the 
Danube is impassable, sometimes for as much as 10) days at a 
time, and is always liable to interruption. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,493.) 


aq. 


Aug. 30, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 513 


Shipping and Transport. 


ASIATIC TURKEY. 


The United States Consul at Annaberg reports that the Dead Sea, 
idle Senin om which for thousands of years has been a forsaken 
the Dead Sea. solitude in the midst of a desert, is to have a line 
of motor boats in the future. Owing to the 
continued increase in traffic and the influx of tourists, a shorter 


route is to be found between Jerusalem and Kerak, the ancient 
capital of the Land of Moab. 

The first little steamer, built at one of the Hamburg docks, is 
about 100 feet long. An order has already been given for the 
building of a second steamer. The one already built is named 
“‘Prodomos” (that is, “ forerunner”). It will carry thirty-four 
persons, together with freight of all kinds. The promoters of this 
new enterprise are the inmates of a Greek cloister in Jerusalem. 
The management of the line is entirely in German hands. 

The trade of Kerak with the desert is to-day of considerable 
importance. It is the main town of any commercial standing east 
of the Jordan and the Dead Sea. Its population consists of about 
1,800 Christians and 6,000 Moslems. The merchants of Hebron 


are among the chief frequenters of the markets of Kerak. 


UNITED STATES. 


The British Acting Consul-General at San Francisco reports that 
The Kosmos the of the pioneer vessel of 
$8, Company é Kosmos Steamship Company arrived at that 
wis ‘port from Hamburg via South America and 

Central American ports. The company’s plans provide for the 

despatch of one steamer monthly and the vessels carry through 

freight and passengers between the two terminal ports as well as 
anything offering at intermediate points. The headquarters of 
the company are in Hamburg, and the vessels are under the 

German flag. Should this line prove a success it will open 

a direct and regular trade with Europe, and will also introduce 

competitive rates of freight to and from ports in the Pacific at 

which the steamers touch. It is also expected to afford relief 
from the heavy ‘Trans-continental charges on such Californian 
products as will bear ocean shipments to Europe by steam. For 
some years it has been rumoured that a British steamship company 
trading south of Panama would extend their business to San 
Francisco, but if such was their intention they have allowed a 
competitor to forestall them. (Horeign Office, Annual Series, 2,506.) 
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MADAGASCAR. 


H.M. Consul at Antananarivo, in his recent report, states that the 
mode of inland transport throughout the Island 
Inland Transport. of Madagascar continues to be that employed 
prior to the French occupation. Travellers are 
carried in open palanquins, and goods for the interior have still to 
be borne on the shoulders of native porters. 

At each important village along the route an unfurnished house 
is reserved for the use of travellers, and tinned provisions are 
usually obtainable from the local traders, but no travelling require- 
ments of any kind can be purchased. 

Travelling in Madagascar during the months of January, Feb- 
ruary, and March is usually avoided on account of the heavy rains. 
, tc cost of carriage for ordinary goods to Antananarivo is as 

ollows :— 


From. Distance, Per Ton. 
Miles, £ 
Tamatave ae sed 216 40 
Vatomandry ... ove 156 30 
Majunga ose 365 48 


~The scale of charges for the conveyance of goods and passengers 
from the capital to the coast is one-half that of the up-country 
journey. 

It is possible that the existing primitive method of transport, 
the inconvenience of which becomes increasingly apparent, will, 
within another year, be superseded by vehicular traffic. Large 
sums have been and are still being expended by the Government 
on the construction of excellent waggon roads connecting Antana- 
narivo with the east and west coasts at Tamatave and Majunga 
respectively, also with the southern district of Betsileo. It is 
expected that the two former roads will be completed by the end 
of 1900, and transport companies are being formed with the object 
of conveying goods to and from the interior by means of ox and 
motor waggons. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,513.) 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at 
i Antananarivo notes that the rate of lighterage 

Lighterage rates = ¢,, landing and shipping at Tamatave is 4s. per 
at Tamatave. = ton for shipments by steamer, and 3s. for ship- 

ments by sailing vessel. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,513.) 
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The “ Dépéche Coloniale” of the 14th inst. published statistics of 
a the shipping at Malagasy ports in 1899, from 
Shipping - which the following particulars are taken. 
‘ The number of vessels entered and cleared at 
the ports of Madagascar in 1899 under the various flags was as 
follows :— 


| No. of Vessels 
Per Cent. of 

Flag. Tonnage. Total Tonnage. 
9,235 1,570,810 | 89°7 
8,766 74,130 42 
Anglo-Indian 118 10,881 | 06 

13,395 1,752,200 | 100-0 


Of the above total (13,395), 44 were men-of-war, 1,132 were 
steamers, and 12,219 were sailing vessels. 

Of a total of 51,163 passengers landed or embarked, 44,512 or 
87 per cent. of the total, were of French nationality, 4,469 British, 
and 1,051 German. 

The tonnage of vessels entered and cleared, and the value 
of the goods loaded and unloaded at the principal Malagasy ports 
last year was as follows :— 


Total Tonnage 
Pesta (Entries and |Proportion|| Total Value | Proportion 
; Clearances | of Total. of Trade. of Total. 
Combined). 
Tons. Per Cent. | £ Per Cent. 
Diego Suarez ... oid 323,650 185 | 130,000 91 
Tamatave ee 316,790 181 | 519,000 361 
Majunga 298,429 170 | 305,000 21:2 
Nossi-Bé 175,993 101 134,000 9:2 
Sainte-Marie ... 102,440 59 
Mananjary 74,577 4:3 103,000 72 
Vatomandry ... 73,012 4-2 122,000 85 
Morondava ove 63,640 3°6 
Vohemar 53,024 30 | 43,000 3-0 
Fort Dauphin ... ots 47,312 27 | 18,000 12 


Of the total imports and exports, goods to the value of 
33,000,000 francs, or 92 per cent. of the total trade, were conveyed 
in French bottoms, only 4 per cent. in German, and less than 
2 per cent. in British. 
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CONGO FREE STATE. 


With reference to internal communications and means of transport, 

the report on the general state of affairs in the 

+ a Officiel” for July last* points out that the 

P journey from Matadi to Leopoldville, which 

sometimes took several months with a caravan, is now performed 

in two days by the railroad, and that this railroad, as it is now, 
will meet all requirements for many years. 

A light railroad is being constructed in the Mayumbé and is 
already open to traffic for 20 miles. The survey for a railway 
joining the eastern extremity of the navigable waterways of the 
Upper Congo with the great lakes region is proceeding. 

In 1890 the State flotilla on the Upper Congo consisted of seven 
steamers which could transport up and down the river in the 
course of the year about 1,200 tons of merchandise. There are 
now 26 steamers which can transport in the same period 17,000 
tons. 

The construction of a telegraph line from the west to the east of 
the Congo State has been decreed. It will pass by Boma, 
Leopoldville, Coquilhatville, Stanleyville, Nyangwé, Katambaré, 
M’Toa to the Nile. This line will be about 3,750 miles long, and 
is already constructed for 775 miles. 

The possibility of effecting transport by means of automobiles is 
under examination. 


CHINA. 


The report of the Imperial Maritime Customs for Canton for the 
year 1899, states that about half of the steamers 


engaged on the inland trade run singly, whilst 
Waterways the other half are engaged in towing some 


80 passenger junks licensed for fixed routes. 
These junks can each accommodate from 100 to 200 passengers, 
and have a first class—the coolest or warmest place, according to 
the season—and a second class. For being towed, a passenger 
junk will pay a launch from 350 to 600 dols. per month, in 
addition to the coal bill. Any steamer thus engaged has a 

rofitable employment, and in order to make it also a sure one— 
while it lasts—a steam launch guild has been formed. ‘This step 
became necessary from the fact that sometimes passenger junks 
cannot or will not pay up on the fortnightly day of reckoning, and 
try to engage the services of another launch. Now any short 
payment or non-payment is immediately reported to the guild, and 


* See also pp. 534, 535. 
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no launch will tow a defaulting junk. The only sum paid for 
joining the guild is an entrance tee of 10 dols., and all Chinese and 
not a few foreign launch owners have readily become members. All 
Chinese inland trading steamers pay to the provincial authorities 
a quarterly fee of 1 dol. per register ton, and a registration fee of 
20 taels once for all. Chinese inland steamers carrying passengers 
and running singly on fixed routes, but not otherwise, pay besides 
a fee in common with towed passenger junks, of 150 dols. per 
quarter. During the winter months the low state of the water 
prevents steamers from proceeding very far up the east and the 
north rivers, or from using the small short cut creeks of the delta ; 
their earnings are thereby curtailed and expenses increased, and it 
is, therefore, probable that the limit of the steamers which can 
find profitable employment in these inland waters will soon have 
been reached. 


JAPAN. 


The recent report of H.M. Consul at Hakodate states that, in pur- 
suance of a scheme providing a trunk line for the 
island, which was proposed to the Diet by the 
Government in 1895, a small section has been 
completed and commenced work last year. This is the Govern- 
ment line from Sunagawa (Sorachibuto) on the Tanko Tetsudo 
Kwaisha line to Asahigawa, a distance of 35 miles, and two small 
branches, from Asahigawa to Biyei, 20 miles north, and to Ranriu, 
18 miles east. The line from Sorachibuto to Asahigawa cost 
114,5981., or about 3,200/. per mile. 

This new line and the Tanko Tetsudo Railway from Otaru to 
Muroran, with branches to the Yubari, Poronai, and Ikushimbetsu 
coal mines (268 miles), are the only lines open to traffic in 
Hokkaido at present, but the construction of the Government line 
to Kushiro is already being proceeded with, and it is hoped that 
the section from Kushiro to Shiranuka (17 miles) will be open to 
traffic by October, 1901. 

Particulars concerning the Tanko Tetsudo Kwaisha (Coal Minin 
Railway Company) and the Kanson Railway—a line sauleutan 
between Hakodate and Otaru—may be also found in the same 
report. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,503.) 


Railways in 
Northern Japan. 


B 
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CANADA. 


The report of the Commissioner of Mines for the Province of 
British Columbia for 1899 shows that the yield 


a ee of the mines in that year was worth 12,356,555 
for 1899 dollars, as against 10,906,861 dollars in 1898. 


To this increase of almost a million and a half 
every mineral contributed save two. Silver, which in 1897 headed 
the list, shows a decrease from the figures of 1898, and the baser 
metal, lead, which is found chiefly in silver ore, has likewise fallen 
off. The value of the production for the last three years is shown 


in the following table :— 


1897. 1898, 1899. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Gold placer... 513,520 643,346 1,344,900 
Gold, lode 2,122,820 2,201,217 2'857,573 
Silver 3,272,836 2'375,841 1,663,708 
Copper 266,258 874,781 1,351,453 
1,390,517 1,077,581 878/870 
Coal ... 2,648,562 3,407,595 3,882,396 
Coke... 89,155 175,000 171.255 
Other materials 151,660 151,500 206,400 
Dols.| 10,455,268 10,906,861 | 12,356,555 
£ 2,178,000 2,272,000 2,574,000 


The tremendous leap in placer gold, from 643,316 dollars to 
1,344,900 dollars, is due to two causes—one, the addition of Atlin’s 
output, amounting to 800,000 dollars ; the other, a plentiful supply 
of water for hydraulic operations in Cariboo and Cassiar. In lode 
gold the returns show great progress, the value of the output being 
2,857,573 dollars, as against 2,201,217 dollars in 1898. This 
increase of 656,356 dollars is credited to the increased tonnage of 
the Rossland camp, and to the operations of the Ymir mines. 


UNITED STATES. 


The British Acting Consul-General in his recent report to the 
, Foreign Office, says that nothing in the nature 
pare of of the development of this State’s resources, in 
— recent years, has attracted so much attention as 


the life infused into the oil industry in 1899. While oil has been 
produced in paying quantities in Los Angeles and Ventura Counties 
for some years no attempt was made until 1899 to place the business 
on a recognised basis with shares of reliable companies quoted on 
the exchange list. The advent of San Francisco capital into the 
industry was an important step, and has resulted in a large number 
of companies being formed with the object of acquiring and develop- 
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ing oil properties. It is said that even capital from the Eastern 
States is being attracted by the showing made. Lands which were 
considered of little or no value now bring large prices, and the 
production of oil has caused great inquiry among those interested 
in manufacturing and other industrial pursuits in which fuel is 
used. It is estimated that the amount of money invested in the oil 
fields and the production and handling of the oil cannot be less 
than 10,000,000 dol., and the production is put down as 10,000 
barrels daily. This amount may be apportioned among the 
different fields as follows :—Ventura and Newhall, 3,500 to 4,000 
barrels; Los Angeles, Puente, and Fullerton, about 3,000 barrels, 
and Coalinga about the same. The Kern County field is said to be 
yielding, but as it is not yet on the market, its production has not 
been estimated. Large development works are being pushed 
forward in Monterey and San Luis Obispo Counties. It is 
expected that the production will be largely increased in 1900, and 
that greater transport facilities than exist at present will be 
required. (Joreign Office, Annual Series, 2,506.) 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as 

Gorn. Belecs received from the inspectors and officers of 
r Excise in the week ended 25th August, were 
as follow :— 


Wheat... oe oo. 288. 10d. 
Barley... 248. 10d. 


For further particulars see p. 539. 


A statement is published on p. 540, showing the quantities of the 
; various descriptions of agricultural produce 
a - ae imported into the United Kingdom during the 
Toduce. week ended the 25th inst.; as well as of the 

imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


B2 
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RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Riga reports that the exportation of eggs from 

wn that port is steadily increasing, and that an 

Pree tic Ports. 2*tempt is also being made to export butter: it 

is said that arrangements are in progress for the 

quick transport of this article from Western Siberia to meet the 
steamer service between this port and London and Hull. 

The British Vice-Consul at Libau reports that there were 
exported in 1899, from that port, 71,855,640 eggs, against 
59,377,696 in 1898. This is still below the average. Scarcity 
of fodder, owing to bad harvest, may account for this, though doubt- 
less St. Petersburg and Riga have the largest share of this trade. 

Butter as an article of export is coming more into prominence, 
700 tons having been exported, as against 275 tons in 1898. This 
is, however, mostly a transit article for collectors in the interior. 
There is only one firm at Libau dealing in butter and eggs on its 
own account and with its own house in London. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,505.) 


GERMANY. 


The United States Vice-Consul at Magdeburg, in a report to his 
Government dated 21st June last, remarks that, 


ame on ll until recently, no satisfactory process had been 
— oe ae found for utilising the waste materials which 


accumulate so rapidly in German beet-sugar 
factories. The questions found most difficult to solve were :— 

(1) How to reduce to useful form the valuable ingredients 
remaining in the mass. 

(2) How to obviate the unpleasant odours. 

(3) How to safely dispose of the dangerous waste water. 

These difficulties were seriously felt, especially in establishments 
producing sugar or alcohol from molasses, the residuum known as 
brown lye or molasses dregs being a substance which it was found 
difficult to dispose of satisfactorily. When emptied into rivers, 
either directly or through sewers, it is said that a certain result 
was the death of a small percentage of the fish in such streams. 
When the lye was reduced to saline or potash, the products of 
combustion escaping through the chimney spread odours so offensive 
as to cause annoyance and discomfort in the vicinity. It is now 
claimed that these evil-smelling products of combustion contain 
valuable manure stuffs, and, further, that the manuring of fields 
with waste material of this sort is advantageous, because the soil 
thus receives back in easily assimilable form useful matter of 
which the beet deprived it in its growth, especially potassium and 
nitrogen. This molasses lye cannot, however, be conveniently 
used as manure, owing to the fact that the large quantity of water 
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which it contains makes its transportation too expensive. 
Furthermore, it cannot be used in a concentrated state on account 
of its inconveniently stiff and sirupy form. 

It is accordingly interesting to learn that a process has recently 
been invented which, it is alleged, obviates all the difficulties men- 
tioned above, including bad odours, dangerous waste water, and 
inconvenient form. By this process, molasses lye is changed into 
a dry substance which can be stored and eventually easily scattered 
over fields. A recent issue of the “ Hanover Journal of Agricul- 
ture and Forestry” gives the following analysis of the product : 
Nitrogen, 3°22 per cent., of which 2°74 per cent. is nitrogen 
soluble in water (of this 0°7 per cent. is ammonia nitrogen and 
)-09 per cent. saltpetre nitrogen) ; phosphoric acid, 0°13 per cent., 
of which 0°04 per cent. is phosphoric acid soluble in water ; potash 
(soluble), 10°74 per cent. ; carbonate of lime, 25°99 per cent. 

The value of the manure is 3°05 marks (about 3s.) per centner 
(110 pounds). It is said that molasses sugar refineries and mo- 
lasses distilleries will be able to secure higher net profits from this 
manure than now result from the manufacture of saline and potash, 
and that the process is of considerable value from a hygienic stand- 
point. The inventor believes that the application of the process 
can be extended to waste materials of other industries, and perhaps 
also to sewage matter. 


FRANCE—TAHITI. 


Referring to the notice relating to the establishment of a line of 
Pr f steamers every 33 days (see last issue of 
ri . “ Board of Trade Journal,” p. 384), the follow- 

— ing is taken from a recent report of H.M. 

Consul at Tahiti :—‘ Notwithstanding the excellent climate, soil, 
rainfall and water supply with which that island and many of 
its dependencies have been favoured, very little has been 
done in the way of agricultural development. Large tracts 
of productive land suitable for cultivation are lying neglected 
and not utilised owing in part to the remote geographical position 
of the islands, but, generally, to the lack of capital and efficient 
labour and the hitherto inadequate means of communication with 
the outer world. 

“At Tahiti small parcels of productive ground in the vicinity of 
the seashore are difficult to obtain, but large tracts of flat and 
other lands, well watered and of good soil, are to be had both on 
the coast and in the hills and valleys. At the Leeward Islands of 
this group, the Marquesas and other dependencies of Tahiti, much 
property suitable for cultivation is available, and, provided that at 
the outset ordinary precautions were exercised, no difficulty would 
be experienced with respect to the tenure of lands purchased or 
leased.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,498.) 
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PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Inhambane reports that one of the 
future industries of Inhambane will undoubtedly 
Sugar Industry. be the manufacture of sugar. Within easy 
distance of the port there are huge areas of land 
eminently suitable for the growing of sugar-cane, and at the head 
of the bay or estuary there is already a very large plantation of the 
cane, extending for a considerable distance along the bank of the 
river. The plant grows very luxuriantly here, and in many 
instances the canes grow to 12 and 14 feet in length. An extensive 
crushing plant has been erected on this property, and great 
quantities of the cane have already been crushed ; the proprietor 
has not as yet turned his attention to sugar making, presumably 
finding it more profitable to devote the sugar-cane juice to the 
distilling of alcohol. Sugar plantations on a very large scale 
might be established within easy distance of the town, as there is 
practically an unlimited supply of labour, and the labour is very 
cheap, too, women, who are the best for plantation work, being paid 
at the rate of 5d. per day without rations; further out in the 
country the labour is still cheaper. Transport again offers very few 
difficulties, as there is a waterway running for some 10 or 12 miles 
through the heart of the best and most suitable country for sugar- 
cane. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,508.) 


HUNGARY. 


The following table showing the development of silk culture in 
Hungary in the last ten years, is taken from 


Silk Culture. the “ Revue d’Orient ” of 10th inst. :— 
— No. of No. of Quantity of No. of Mulberry 
E Parishes. | Cultivators. |Cocoons obtained.| Trees Planted. 
Kilos. 
1890 ° 1,942 66,525 1,043,096°60 120,079 
1891 | 2,268 72,118 1,108,446°46 136,140 
1892 | 2,590 76,397 970,050°50 178,639 
1893 | 2,562 66,114 873,439°78 144,448 
1894 | 2,706 { 85,948 1,127,617°14 146,892 
1895 94,865 1,499,845°35 148,045 
1896 wee owl 2,566 | 102,243 1,627,731°65 201,759 
1897 — altel 2,734 108,750 1,334,138°65 211,343 
1898 sie ce 2,461 | 86,467 1,272,331°66 238,988 
1899 2,274 79,928 1,244,728°25 279,669 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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SERVIA. 


According to the ‘Revue d’Orient” of the 10th inst., the first 
Servian sugar refinery has recently been in- 
Sugar Industry: augurated in Belgrade by a group of German 
capitalists’ and manufacturers. The Govern 
ment has also assisted its establishment by granting reductions in 
duties, taxes and transport tariffs in conformity with the provisions 
of the Jaw as regards the encouragement of national industry. 


UNITED STATES. 


The British Acting Consul-General at San Francisco reports 
Canned Fruits that in June, 1899, 26 of the 30 fruit canning 
in California. concerns in California formed a combination 

"under the name of The California Fruit Canners’ 

Association. The canneries in this “combine” have a joint 

capacity of 2,110,000 cases, the amount of fruit required for such 

output being 52,750 tons. 
It is likely that only 14 of the canneries will be employed while 
the other 12 remain idle, thereby effecting a large saving. Instead 
of running some of the plants part of the time, as was frequently 
the case, on account of lack of material, certain fruits will be 
packed in designated canneries causing a great saving in fuel, 
salaries, and other expenses, and increasing the profits corre- 
spondingly, The canneries located in the interior will be employed 
on the varieties of fruit growing in their respective neighbour- 
hoods, thereby saving a large amount in transportation. It is said 
that the articles of agreement entered into bind the canners to 
certain fixed prices in the purchase of fruit from the growers, and 
fixes the minimum figure for the sale of their product. So far 
prices have not been advanced by the “ combine.” (Foreign Office, 

Annual Series, 2,506.) 


According to the recent report of the British Acting Consul- 
General at San Francisco, an estimate prepared 


by the Secretary of the State Board of 
Agriculture places the beet sugar production of 


Beet Sugar 
in California. 


California in 1899 at 52,500 short tons (of 2,000 lbs.), but many 
people consider this an extreme figure. The result of the year’s 
work was much more satisfactory than that of 1898, when the 
drought affected the entire State, but the results have fallen far 
short of what may be expected in the near future. The capacity 
of the factories already built, with an average run of 130 days, is 
about 70,000 tons of refined sugar. There is some indisposition 
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on the part of the farmers, which it is hoped will decrease, to 
produce beets for the factories. They are not satisfied with the 
profits of the business, and many of them are not willing to give 
the labour and attention to the crop which it requires. If this 
feeling does not change it will either prevent, or at. least delay, the 
building of more factories, or compel the owners of plants to raise 
their own beets on a large scale by Asiatic labour. The farmers 
receive from 4 dol. to 4 dol. 50 c. per short ton. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,506.) 


The same report states that the cultivation of hemp in California 
Sine is extending, and in 1899 there were about 
one abe 1,500 acres planted in different parts of the 
ae State. It has been produced extensively at 
Gridley, in Butte County, for the last four years, one farmer there 
having recently raised 2,000 lbs. of finished fibre to the acre, which 
he disposed of in San Francisco at 4 cents to 43 cents per Ib. 
This year (1900) great results are expected by the use of a decorti- 
cating or stripping machine which will be tried on a large scale for 
the first time. By this means a great saving of labour will be 
effected and an improved product turned out equal to the best 
Italian garden giown hemp worth 8 cents per lb. The returns 
will also be obtained soon after the crop has been cut instead of 
about 12 months after, as under the present method of dew or rain 
wetting. A company is being formed to establish a twine factory 
in San Francisco which will probably consume all that is produced 
for a year or two. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,506.) 


According to the above report the depression in the price of 
prunes is having the usual effect of disposing 


least growers to consider methods of co-operation. 
California. In January last a convention was held at San 


José, largely attended by men engaged in the 
dried fruit industry, which resulted in the formation of the 
Californian Cured Fruit Association, an organisation formed to 
control and market the output of the State. While it nominally 
includes all the dried fruit interests, it is at present practically 
a prune growers’ association, and is formed upon the lines of the 
raisin growers’ combination, which has proved eminently success- 
ful. By means of this association it is expected that prunes, 
which are now sold at a ruinously low price, and fluctuate to such 
an extent that dealers dislike to deal in them, will be placed on 
a profitable basis. The owners of about 80 per cent. of the prune- 
bearing acreage of the State have signed contracts with the associa- 
tion, and it is expected that more will join by degrees. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,506.) 


| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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According to the British Vice-Consul at Los Angeles, the Secre- 
tary of the State Board of Horticulture says 


~_—oe that no report has been issued by his board for 
Geliferkte the past two years, but that reports on olive 


culture and citrus fruits will be issued shortly. 
The publications of this board are invaluable to the fruit farmers, 
and should be in the possession of all persons who intend engaging 
in that industry. Very great care is taken to prevent the spread 
of injurious insects. Inspectors are required to make plans of 
infected orchards, showing the exact location of each infested tree, 
and as a result of the careful work of the inspectors, great success 
has attended their efforts. Twenty-eight orchards in Riverside 
county which in 1897 had a total infection of 1,609 trees, had in 
1899 only 433, a reduction of over 73 per cent. Full information 
about the orange industry will be found in the previous reports of 
the British Vice-Consul at Los Angeles. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,506.) 


= 


ECUADOR. 


The following table, showing the quantity of cocoa exported from 
Ecuador during the 10 months of each of the 
— last five years, is taken from a report by the 
F French Consul-General at Quito, published in 

the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce ” of 16th inst. 


Cocoa exported from Ecuador during 10 months.* 


To. 1895. | 1896. 1897, 1898. 1899. 
Kilog. | Kilog. Kilog. | Kilog. Kilog. 
France ... ... | 6,943,467 | 7,068,249 | 7,144,486 | 8,530,181 | 10,066,331 
Spain... ... | 2,185,068 | 1,985,317 | 1,768,179 | 1,560,546 | 2,511,484 
Germany ... we | 2,014,275 | 3,408,027 | 2,863,915 2,408,876 | 4,438,170 
England... —... 1,559,592 1,433,323 | 1,630,969 1,851,129 | 2,492,335 
United States ...| 1,421,902 | 722,452 | 1,139,702 1,305,510 | 1,575,870 
Other countries ... 655,855 | 796,017 508,839 | 269,169 560,351 


Total { Kilogs. | 14,780,159 | 15,413,385 | 45,056,090 | 15,925,411 | 21,644,541 
) Lbs. ... | 32,516,000 | 33,909,000 | 33,123,000 35,036,000 | 47,618,000 
Note.—Kilog. = 2°204 lbs, 

* Cocoa is only exported during 10 months of the year. 


Millions of new plants are, says the Consul-General in his report, 
planted every year. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
: — during the week ended the 23rd Aygust was 
Cotton Statistics. 3255, and the number imported during the 
34 weeks ended the 23rd August was 1,953,742. As regards 
exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 23rd August, 
3,614 bales, and for the 34 weeks, 236,644. 
For further details see p. 538. 


NATAL. 


The following statement showing the value of the imports, 
Trad . exports, and Customs revenue for the six 
ths = con months ended 30th June, 1900, is taken from 

- * the “ Natal Government Gazette,” of 24th ult. 


First six months | First six months 

of 1899. of 1900. 
£ e 4, £ 8 
Imports 2,706,721 0 0 2,665,193 0 0 
Exports, Colonial ... 726,277 0 0 196,181 0 
»  Non-Colonial ...  ...  ...| 1,340,155 0 0 175,666 0 0 
Total exports 2,066,432 0 0 371,847 0 0 
Customs revenue ... oon bei ee 186,754 6 10 312,624 14 8 


The zon-colonial exports include raw gold of the value of 
310,245/. in the first six months of 1899, and 1,150l. in the first 
half of 1900. 


RUSSIA. 


The “St. Petersburg Gazette” of Trade and Industry, in its issue 
ienee of the 8th (21st) August, publishes regulations 
c mere regarding an Exhibition of Ceramic Products 
* to be held in St. Petersburg at the close of the 
present year. The Exhibition Committee is presided over by 
M. Rovalevsky, of the Russian Ministry of Finance, and all in- 
formation, forms of entry, &c., may be obtained from the offices of 
Committee, Aptekarsky per No. 4, St. Petersburg. Forms of 
entry must be sent in before 15th September. 
The exhibition, which will be opened in December, and will 
probably remain open for six weeks, will comprise objects of 
porcelain, faience, majolica, glass, crystals, &c., of original 
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designs, shapes, or new methods of preparation, &c. There will 
be four sections of the exhibition :—(1) ceramic products made 
in Russian factories ; (2) exhibits of Russian schools of industrial 
arts ; (8) exhibits of artisans ; and (4) foreign exhibits. Foreign 
exhibitors will be allowed, under certain conditions, to iniport the 
goods they exhibit free of duty. Fifty francs are charged per 
square metre of ground space, and 25 francs per square metre of 
wall space. 


GERMANY. 


The Report recently received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Legation at Munich states that, at Hdéllriegels- 


Re snenssgrl gereut, on the Isar, a few miles above Munich 
are electric supply works, with four turbines 


developing 2,000 h.p., while provision is 
being made for a further 4,000 h.p. The creation of these works 
has called into being an entirely new industrial district, which is 
supplied with light and power by their agency. First of all 
Sendling was served, and now 21 other localities near Munich 
benefit by these works, which afford a most interesting object 
Jesson in showing the means, where the necessary water power 
exists, of removing factories, workshops and labourers’ dwellings 
to cheaper and healthier localities outside great cities. Factory 
chimneys, with their noxious fumes and smoke and unsightly 
aspect, can then be reduced in number. 

The experiment of the Isar works has proved a great success,.as 
there are now 90 undertakings of all kinds, including 25 farms, 
supplied with light and power by them; many of these works 
previously sold their valuable buildings and sites in the centre 
of the town, bought far cheaper sites with siding connections 
with the railway, and built workmen’s dwellings adjoining at great 
profit and economy in working expenses. In all there are 151 
electro-motors with 1,062 h.p., and 21 motors with 267 h.p. in 
course of erection, besides which 13,500 incandescent lamps and 
329 arc lamps are supplied with electric current. A steam engine 
of 1,000 h.p. is held in reserve. The electric cables measure 56 
miles long, with 80 miles of secondary distributing cables. 

The Munich municipal electric supply works on the Isar are 
largely worked by turbines, with reserve steam engines, the former 
on the Francis system, with an elaborate system of regulators 
according as the river is high or low. During the recent floods the 
accumulators were under water for some days, but continued to 
give out current. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,489.) 


al> 
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PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Chinde reports that the trade of the 
ite ent actual district of that town is of little or no im- 
Shipping at portance, but the port is the chief entrepdt 

Chinas for British Central Africa, the Zambezi, and 

the Lake districts. The majority of the com- 

panies trading or having agencies at Chinde receive all their goods 
and merchandise through their head offices in Europe. The usual 
method is for the African house to send a requisition to the home 
office for the necessary goods ; this order is executed and despatched 
to Chinde. The same method is adopted by the Indian traders, 
who obtain their goods from Bombay. They do by far the largest 
native retail business. No European has as yet attempted this 
class of trade, the Indians practically holding a monopoly. This is 
chiefly due to their cheap mode of living, their untiring patience 
with native customers, and their knowledge of native taste for 

cheap and gaudy loin cloths, beads, umbrellas, &c. 

Owing to the fact that practically the whole of the Zambezi 
valley is divided into prazos or Government land concessions, 
rented to companies, the outside traders have no chance of doing 
any business, the company owning the prazos having the sole 
right to trade or barter within the limits of its territory. 

Cargo for Chinde continues to be transhipped as before, either 
at Durban, Lourenco Marques, Beira, or Mogambique. By this 
system, goods suffer considerably from breakage, and much delay 
is unavoidably caused. 

The water on the bar at spring tides has been on the average 
17 feet. This bar is supposed to have shifted, but as no authori- 
tative report is obtainable, it is difficult to say to what extent 
there has been a change, if any. 

The want of a pier or wharf is greatly felt ; there are absolutely 
no facilities for handling heavy cargo at Chinde; this want is 
making itself felt more and more as the interior becomes developed, 
and heavy machinery, plant, and steamer parts are being imported. 
The difficulties in the way of constructing such a pier or wharf are 
considerable, owing to the rapid erosion of the foreshore. (Foreign 


Office, Annual Series, 2,495). 


The British Vice-Consul at Inhambane states that in his district 
there is a considerable consumption of cement, 


oe and that the German article appears to be 
“ grea * yapidly pushing its way to the front; not 


because it is better, but on account of the 
packing, the Germans sending their cement abroad in iron drums, 
a much more efficient and handier method of packing than the 
weak barrels in which the British cement is exported. Large 
quantities also of French cement are imported, but this again suffers 
from the same fault as the British article, viz., defective packing. 
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On this subject (of packing) the Vice-Consul further writes as 
follows :—‘‘ Whilst on the subject of packing, 
attention might be called to the very defective 
packing of British candles; the boxes are far 
too frail for foreign export and are absolutely unfit to be put 
on shipboard. I have more than once seen holds, lighters and 
piers strewn with ‘ patent’ candles, and the loss in some cases 
must be as high as 30 or 40 per cent.; in each case the candles 
were of British manufacture. Speaking generally, faulty packing 
will do more to spoil a market than almost anything else, and it is 
not too much to say that it is one of the most important details an 
exporter has to bear in mind when sending his goods to out-of-the 
way places. On the voyage there are nearly always four or five 
transhipments at least before the goods reach their destination, 
and it is only strong cases that can stand this test.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,508.) 


Candles. 


TURKEY. 


The following table showing the value of the trade of Turkey 
Trade in during the year 1896-97 is compiled from 
1896.97 statistics supplied by the general administration 

er of Customs, published in the “Journal de la 

Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople ” of 11th inst. :— 


Imports, Exports. 
Countries. 

1895-96.* 1896-97.* 1895-96.* 1896-97.* 
Piastres.¢ Piastres.¢ Piastres.f Piastres,+ 
England... _...|_ 741,560,354 | 856,773,884 || 639,511,444 | 631,315,888 
Austria-Hungary | 437,097,527 420,299,082 190,903,889 149,677,776 
France |... ..| 237,265,361 | 210,093,959 || 395,707,333 | 460,664,556 
Russia 160,233,958 175,229,958 37,773,833 $8,277,222 
Italy ... 67,119,278 69,882,917 55,813,666 46,916,331 
Roumania 61,255,250 67,558,917 20,017,555 22,093,444 
Bulgaria ... 87,728,264 67,267,667 34,709,889 36,928,001 

Egypt... 53,221,925 64,917,331 
Persia 55,837,239 58,171,793 1,485,816 2,503,026 
Belgium ... 59,462,652 49,357,167 9,642,333 22,903,444 
Greece 39,412,972 39,301,987 28,413,111 32,930,222 
Germany... 23,493,875 20,914,263 41,597,444 26,964,443 
Holland ... 16,216,138 17,504,111 51,753,444 37,461,777 
United States 3,370,444 2,436,472 35,529,333 28,922,110 
Tunis... 2,655,014 2,249,708 ; 3,347 

Samos... 18,972 28,888 — 
Other countries...} 11,612,721 13,987,527 10,691,166 5,284,207 
Total | Piastres} 2,057,566,944 | 2,135,970,631 || 1,553,462,534 | 1,542,845,794 
& 18,518,102 19,223,735 13,982,062 13,885,612 


* Year ended 28th February. 


100 Piastres = 18s. 
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UNITED STATES. 


According to information received at the Board of Trade from the 
: United States Bureau of Statistics, the total 
mate in. 1800. value of the Imports of Merchandise into the 
United States during the month of July, 1900, was 13,237,0001., 
as compared with 12,521,000/. in the corresponding month of 
1899, and 10,622,000/. in 1898. The total value of the imports 
for the seven months ending July, 1900, was 104,782,000/., 
as compared with 93,447,000l. during the corresponding period of 
1899, and 78,593,0001. during the same period of 1898. As 
regards exports, the total value of merchandise exported from the 
United States during the month of July, 1900, was 20,919,0001., as 
compared with 19,776,0001. and 15,109,000/. during the corres- 
ponding months of 1899 and 1898 respectively, and for the seven 
months ending July, 1900, the total value of the exports was 
169,260,000/., as compared with 143,322,000l. during the corres- 
ponding period of 1899, and 144,597,000/. in 1898. 


The United States Bureau of Statistics reports that commercial 
, relations between the United States and Spain 
et have been fully restored. ‘The figures of the 
P Treasury Bureau of Statistics for the fiscal year 
1900 show that the exports from the United States to, and imports 
into the United States from, Spain in the fiscal year 1900 were 
larger than in any other year since 1893, and within a few hundred 
thousand dollars of the highest record ever made in the commerce 
between the two nations. Exports from the United States to Spain 
in the fiscal year 1900 were 2,792,000/., against 2,273,000/. in the 
fiscal year 1897, the last full year preceding the war, while the 
imports into the United States from Spain in 1900 were 
1,240,0001., against 757,000/. in the fiscal year 1897. The only 
years of the decade 1890-1900 in which the commerce between 
the two nations was as large as in the year just ended were 1891, 
1892, and 1893, when the exports to Spain averaged about 
2,813,000/. and the imports from Spain about 1,146,000/. annually. 
Cotton, breadstuffs, mineral oils, and manufactures of wood are 
the principal articles of our exports to Spain, raw cotton being by 
far the largest single item in the list. Fruits, nuts, and wines are 
at present the largest items of our imports from Spain, though in 
earlier years iron ore formed an important item of our importations 
from Spain. 


The British Acting Consul-General at San Francisco reports that 
the general condition of the State of California 


Pow scoaourg of in 1899 showed distinct signs of recovery from 
coite : the effects of the severe droughts of the two 
a previous years. The wheat crop was up to the 
average, and although prices declined the returns to the farmers 
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were probably three times as large as those of 1898. ‘The fruit 
crop was satisfactory both as to size and the prices obtained with 
the exception of prunes which were unprofitable. 

One of the most important movements affecting agriculture is 
the spread of co-operation among farmers, and another subject 
which has occupied the public mind during the past year is the 
question of irrigation. 

The disastrous results of the drought of 1897-98, which was 
followed by a deficiency in the rainfall of 1898-99, have directed 
the attention of the people of this State to the necessity of taking 
steps to provide against such contingencies in the future. The 
conservation of the water supply that is now allowed to escape 
to the sea is regarded as essential to the future development of 
the commonwealth and its resources. The long dry seasons and 
intermittent droughts constitute an obstacle to the extensive 
cultivation of the soil and render impossible that density of 
population which would otherwise follow. The interest felt in 
the subject took form last November, when a convention was 
held in this city which was largely attended by delegates from all 
parts of the State, and resulted in the formation of a permanent 
organisation known as “The California Water and Forest Associa- 
tion.” The magnitude and difficulties of the problem to be solved 
were fully realised by the members of this convention, and the 
main features of the policy adopted provide for Federal and State 
co-operation with due encouragement to the investment of private 
capital. An executive committee has been formed, and steps 
taken to perfect the organisation and map outa plan of action 
for the guidance of the association. 

The imports of manufactured articles from Europe, and par- 
ticularly from Great Britain, appear to be steadily declining. 
Many articles that were formerly supplied by British manufacturers 
are now made in this country, and some merchants conversant with 
the trade express the opinion that it is only a question of time 
when all the requirements of this coast will be supplied from 
domestic sources. The bank clearings were the largest on record, 
and show an increase of over 31,000,000/. as compared with 1898. 
The discoveries of gold at Cape Nome, Alaska, will undoubtedly 
prove of great benefit to the shipping and commercial interests of 
this port as a large part of the supplies and machinery required 
will be drawn from here. The development of the oil business has 
attracted much attention, and strong hopes are entertained that it 
will satisfy one of the great needs of the State by providing 
a plentiful supply of cheap fuel. 

The rapidly increasing trade with the Far East and the newly 
acquired possessions in the Pacific, combined with the favourable 
features mentioned above and the opening for traffic of the Santa Fé 
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railroad, have given rise to a decidedly optimistic feeling as to the 
future prospects of San Francisco and the State generally. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,506.) 


The report of the British Acting Consul-General at San Francisco 
states that the plan to establish a commercial 


Pine museum in that city on the lines of the institu- 
a tion at Philadelphia made encouraging progress 


: last year. Several largely attended meetings 

and a great of business men 

have signified their intention of becoming subscribing members. 

The Pacific Commercial Museum is the title agreed upon, and a 

committee has been appointed to work out details. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,506.) 


H.M. Consul at Portland (Oregon) reports that year by year the 
articles of British trade which can be imported 
eg at Port- into that district at a profit become fewer in 
(Oregon). 
number. 

British tin-plates are now entirely superseded by the American 
product, owing to the heavy import duty. 

Salt is imported in diminishing quantity, being driven out by 
the Utah product and by Californian salt put up in sacks with well- 
known Liverpool brands and sold much lower than it can be 
imported. 

The caustic soda trade is now practically supplied by the 
American product. 

A large and satisfactory business was done in 1899 in cement, 
but only 17 per cent. was British, 31 per cent. being Belgian, and 
52 per cent. German. Best grades sold at an average of 11s. 6d. 
per cask, and second grades at 10s. 

The imports of earthenware from Great Britain were somewhat 
larger than last year, whilst those from Germany were smaller. 

There is a steady demand for firebricks, and every ship loaded 
in England brings more or less of these. Average selling price 
61. 15s. 

The large trade in jute bags and bagging formerly done with 
Dundee is now monopolised by India. The consumption of the 
district during 1899 was fully 16,500,000 bags and 550,000 yards 
of hop-cloth. The average market price for standard bags was 
high, averaging 11. 5s. 6d. per 100 bags, against 19s. the previous 
year. Some 1,500,000 bags were manufactured at the Washington 


Penitentiary Mill. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,510.) 


H 
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HAITI. 

The United States Minister at Port-au-Prince informs the Depart- 
, ment of State that the Haitian Government has 
Sate tee decided to furnish lights to its cities in the 
to. be canestiiel. future, and not to grant concessions to cor- 
porations for that work. The government will 
cancel all such concessions extant, and pay the holders for their. 
plant and for such amounts as have been expended by them for 
other purposes. The government has also promised to introduce 

shortly a system of electric lights for the capital. 


BRAZIL. 


Referring to the notice on page 470 of last week’s “ Journal,” a 
further despatch has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires at 
a pons Rio Janeiro, with reference to the projected 
conga. law ordering that foreign merchandise bearing 
labels or words wholly or partly in the Portuguese language shall 
have printed across such labels foreign inscriptions in capital 
letters of bright colour the place of their manufacture. The despatch 
states that it is considered that the intention of the law is to require 
the “country of origin,” and not the “ place of manufacture,” to be 
so printed. 


URUGUAY. 
The Statistical Department of the Custom House at Montevideo 
has, says the “‘ Montevideo Times ” of 28th ult., 
Trade ist Quarter +nished the following figures, showing the 


of Tove. value of the imports and exports of the Republic 
for the first quarter during the last five years :— 
| 

First Quarter of Imports. | Exports. 

Dollars.* —Dollars.* 

1896.0 | 6,826,591 «13,658,225 
1897... ove ove 5,066,958 9,038,232 
1898... ove oe 6,438,175 11,361,506 
ove ove soe 5,994,577 | 12,710,155 
ove ose ove 6,210,926 9,349,317 


* The Uruguayan dollar = 4s. 3;;d. 


EGYPT. 
A despatch dated 7th inst. has been received at the Foreign 
Trade in 1900, fice», from H.M. Chargé d’Affairs at Cairo, 
‘reporting that the Customs returns which 
have just been completed for the first six months of the current 
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year show that the upward tendency remarked upon in Lord 
romer’s report for 1899 continues. 

The total value of Egyptian exports from Ist January to 
30th June is calculated at 8,978,489/E. as against 7,058,468/E. 
during the corresponding period of last year, that is to say, an 
increase of 1,920,021/E. 

The whole of this increase is more than accounted for by the 
export of cotton and cotton-seed, as against which there has been 
a diminution of upwards of 135,000/E. in the value of the sugar 
exports, which suffered from the failure of last year’s Nile flood. 

The total value of Egyptian imports, including tobacco from 
1st January to 30th June is calculated at 6,083,896/E. as against 
4,998,398/E. during the corresponding period of last year, that is 
to say, an increase of 1,085,498/E. 

There has been an increase in the value of the imports in every 
one of the fourteen categories according to which they are classi- 
fied, with the sole exception of ‘‘ Chemical Products,” which have 
shghtly fallen off owing to the development of local soap manu- 
facture. 

The most notable features of this increase are to be found in— 


(a) Cereals £E215,717 
(b) Textiles 243,263 
(c) Metals and Machinery -... 172,834 
(d) Coal and Wood sh em 149,177 


The increases under (c) and (d) must of course be attributed in 
some measure to a rise in price, but the marked general develop- 
ment. of the import trade under every head is indicative of a higher 
standard of comfort, together with an increased spending power 
throughout the country. 

British trade has benefited by upwards of half-a-million out of 
the total increase of 1,085,498/E. in the imports, as against some 
100,000/E. credited to France and Russia respectively, 170,000/E. 
to the Turkish Empire, and 30,000/E. to Germany. 


CONGO FREE STATE.* 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Legation at 
. Brussels, copy of the “ Bulletin Officiel ” of the 

Commercial and Foe State of the Congo for July, 1900, on 

which the following article showing the general 

development of the ree State is based. 

The report, after referring to figures showing that the commerce 


Economic 
Development. 


*See also “ Board of Trade Journal” for 7th June (p. 524) and for 21st June 
(p. 659). 
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of the Free State has constantly increased, states that in 1891 
there were six Belgian companies with a capital of 1,361,0004.; 
at the present time there are forty-three Belgian companies with a 
capital of 4,184,000/. 

The number of the different posts and stations is now 183, and 
the administration of these posts is almost entirely in the hands of 
European Agents. 

There are 9382 Agents of the Ministry of the Interior, 31 of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of the Ministry of Justice, and 6$ 
Agents of the Ministry of Finance, that is a total of 1,031 Rome 
as compared with 684 in 1897. 

The Government of the Free State would like to see the State 
Domains cultivated entirely by voluntary labour, but where the 
attraction of payment is insufficient it is necessary to employ foreed 
labour. In this case, however, it is paid for. 

. Government servants are not allowed to take part in private 
commercial undertakings, and it is not true that there are Govern- 
ment agents who are also managers of private Companies. ’ 

Land registration carried out in accordance with the principles 
of the Torrens Act, secures and preserves the rights to real 
property. 

The limits within which the importation and sale of spirits are 
forbidden have been extended to the river M’Pozo. They now 
include nineteen-twentieths of the territories of the State. 

The report concludes by stating that the expenditure of the Free 
State has necessarily gone on increasing, and that the estimates wed 
1900 are :— 


£ 
Expenditure ... dos 1,080,000 
Revenue 928,000 


This state of affairs obliges the Government not to neglect any 
source of revenue, especially the produce of the State Domain. It 
believes that the development of this property, whilst accustoming 
the natives to regular work, prevents the necessity of increasing 
taxation, which would weigh too heavily on the trade of tie 
country. 


COREA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Séul, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Knowl f Office, writes as follows on the desirability of 
earning the language of the count or the 

owledge of earning the language of th ry for th 


Hative Language. proper extension of trade :—“ Where a British 
merchant in the East could do much in opening up new 
markets lies in learning the language of the country, but this 
seems to be the last thing an English merchant thinks of doing ; 
and yet the disadvantages of not being able to speak the 
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language are only too obvious. The minds of Orientals are too 
apt to run in grooves, and ‘ old custom’ is an all-powerful fetish ; 
Chinese and Coreans, even when they speak English well, as many 
of them do, are still bound hard and fast| by time-honoured tradi- 
tions ; they are good at trade in the particular channels in which 
they are accustomed to work, but it is not to them that merchants 
must look for any development or extension of trade, or opening 
up of new markets. Your English-speaking Corean will tell you 
just as much as strikes him, and that is little enough ; he has not 
that instinct of observation and keen enterprise which are 
characteristic of the western business man. The Germans, always 
more practical than we are, have been quick to recognise this fact, 
and now it is almost the exception to find a German commercial 
house in the East, in which there is not at least one man able to 
talk business with the natives in their own dialect. There is one 
British firm in Corea and one German firm; it is almost super- 
fluous to say that the German house has a German who can speak 
Corean, and that the English house has no Corean-speaking Eng- 
lishman.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,511.) 


In the same report the Consul-General alludes to the number of 
Middlemen hands the goods pass through from the time of 
in the their leaving Manchester till they reach the 
actual consumer, which greatly increases their 
* cost to the retail buyers ; they are first shipped 
- to the foreign merchant in Shanghai, thence, very often to another 
foreign merchant in Chemulpo, there they are sold to Chinese, and 
by them to Coreans, who again re-sell them in diminished 
quantities to the retail dealer. All these merchants who handle 
the goods have to make their profits and commissions, which 
greatly enhances the final selling price, and this is further 
increased by the system of buying and selling on credit so 
prevalent in this country. The Chinese dealer buys from the 
foreign merchant on from three to six months’ credit, of course at 
interest, and he again sells to Corean dealers at still longer credit. 
An interesting experiment was made at Chemulpo last year by a 
British firm who started what was termed a sample warehouse, 
where bales of shirtings and other goods were broken open and 
sold strictly for cash; this business quickly developed beyond a 
retail business, and during the last three months of the year, when 
trade was brisk the takings averaged 1001. a-day. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,511.) 


H.M. Consul-General at Séul reports that since the war with 
. Japan, Chinese interests have been in the hands 
Chinese-Corean British Legation, and Chinese subjects 
have enjoyed the benefit of most-favoured- 
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nation treatment, under which they could reside in the interior so 
long as the Japanese were suffered to do so; but the new treaty 
between China and Corea, ratifications of which were exchanged in 
December last, not only contains no general most-favoured-nation 
clause (in this respect resembling the Japanese Treaty), but 
expressly stipulates that Chinese shall not rent houses or godowns 
outside treaty port limits under penalty of confiscation and a fine 
equal in amount to the value of the property confiscated. The 
Treaty of Japan contains no such clause as this, and if the treaty 
is enforced Chinese will be at a serious disadvantage vis-i-vis the 
Japanese in the matter of trading facilities. Seeing that the 
English piece-goods trade is almost entirely in the hands of the 
Chinese to whom British traders must largely look for its develop- 
ment, this state of affairs might give rise to serious apprehensions 
if there was a prospect of the treaty being rigorously enforced. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,511.) 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 34 Weeks ended 23rd August, 1900. 


Week 34 Weeks 

ended ended 

23rd August, | 28rd August, 
1900. 1900, 
Imports. 
(Bales.) 

No. No. 
Brazilian oo 3,829 105,869 
East Indian a 1,195 39,385 
Egyptian... ss 6,651 258,242 
Miscellaneous ... oo 769 40,922 
Total = 38,220 1,953,742 

EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) 

No. 
Brazilian 550 10,204 
East Indian 610 18,094 
Egyptian ane 771 52,434 
Miscellaneous .. 205 7,054 
Total . 3,614 236,644 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
25th August, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. & 
Wheat eee ose ove 26,427 28 10 
Barley ose ove see 787 24 10 
Oats ... ose 5,349 2 18 8 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
eek in 
Wheat, Barley. Oats, Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
4 


Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.) Qrs. Bus. 8. a d, 


a. 
1896 ...| 59,040 4 | 5,911 5 | 9684 1 | 22 5 | 2110 | 13 7 
1897 ...| 51,587 4 674 3 | 6807 6 | 31 8 | 22 5 | 17 1 
1898 —.....| 16,302 5 302 3 | 4,178 2 | 30 7 | 27 6 | 19 8 
1899 ....| 34,528 2 | 1,594 2 | 9,205 5 7 | a6 a7 1 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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= 
f Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
: Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
‘ oduce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
25th August, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 
: Week ended | Correspond- 
] 25th August,| ing week 
1900. in 1899. 
Animals, living :— 
q Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... =... Number 11,006 12,215 
Sheep and lambs... 1,907 9,523 
4 Fresh meat :— 
Beef ove ove eee Cwts. 77,602 109,182 
Balted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ove oe ove Cwts, 92,610 144,283 
i Hams 33,467 58,120 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh -. 6,982 6,918 
Meat,preserved, otherwise than bysalting 11,388 10,769 
4 Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Margarine . 16,394 17,87 
—.. | 72,025 68,181 
Milk, condensed . ove 29,538 16,283 
: Milk’ and cream, “fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk ... os om 107 25 
ove coe Grt. Hundr, 821,887 257,295 
Poultry ‘and game Value £ 4,937 2,116 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Cwts. 4,474 10,002 
= 22,900 45,394 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat ooo ove Cwts, 1,455,200 1,703,400 
Wheat-meai andfiour » 284,700 432,800 
Maize orIndiancorn ..  ... 1,016,400 1,595,400 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts. Bushels. 
‘Apricots and peaches* ... 19D 426 
Cwts. Bushels. 
31 
eee ove ove 34.434 1466 
Tal ese ooo ot, 
4 1900... 5,763 2,440 
Plums... ove one ove 65,556 44,542 
i Unenumerated ove 32,852 64,701 
Hops ... Cwis, 417 119 
raw 
Cwts. 46,729 21,492 
q Unenumerated ... oo coo Value £ 10,988 45,509 
; * These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
¢ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of July, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number for the 15th inst. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in July: 
Proceedings under the Workmen’s Compensation Act and the 
Kmployers’ Liability Act in 1899: Profit Sharing in 1899-1900: 
Spring and Summer Hirings in Scotland: Report of the Chief 
Inspector of Factories 1899: Extension of ‘ Factory” Provisions 
to “ Power Using” Workshops in Germany, &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 

Bankruptey.—Seventeenth General Annual Report by the Board of 
Trade under Section 131 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883. 316. 
Price 9d. 

This report shows that in England and Wales in 1899 there 
were 4,083 receiving orders issued, the total amount of liabilities 
being estimated at 5,876,7731., and of assets at 1,924,4441. The 
number of deeds of arrangement was 2,974, liabilities being 
estimated at 3,371,666/. and assets at 1,774,3211. Compared with 
the figures for 1898 there has been a decrease of 481 in the total 
number of failures, and of over a million and a quarter in the 
amount of liabilities in bankruptcy and under deeds of arrange- 
ment. 

The report contains statistics of bankruptcy and deeds of 
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arrangement, and a report by the solicitor to the Board of Trade 
upon legal proceedings conducted by him under the Bankruptcy 
Acts, 1883 and 1890. 


Report by Mr. Wilson Fox on the Wages and Earnings of Agri- 
cultural Labourers in the United Kingdom, with Statistical Tables 
and Charts. [Cd. 346.}] Price 3s. 4d. 


This report, which is issued by the Labour Department of the 
Board of Trade, is the result of exhaustive enquiries by the Assis- 
tant Commissioner for Labour into the position of the agricultural 
labourer in the United Kingdom. It describes the various classes 
of agricultural labourers, their duties and the terms of their engage- 
ment, and an account is also given of the different ways in which 
their nominal wages are augmented, e.g., by piecework, extra 
earnings at harvest, &c., and by allowances in kind, such as free 
cottages, potatoes, fuel, &c., which are frequently an important 
factor of their total earnings. 

The rates of wages paid to the various classes of men in each 
county are given, and also their total earnings, including all cash 
payments and the value of allowances in kind. The statistics of 
wages and earnings relate for the most part to the year 1898, 
and jthe report is accompanied by a map showing the average 
earnings of ordinary agricultural labourers in the various counties 
of the United Kingdom. 

Returns have also been collected of the rates of wages paid on 
certain farms for a long series of years, and charts are given, based 
upon these Returns, showing the course of wages for 50 years 
(1850 to 1899). The general movement in agricultural wages 
between 1895 and July, 1900, based upon information supplied by 
Chairmen of Rural District Councils and others is also dealt with. 

Following the Report are copious Appendix Tables giving in 
detail the rates of wages and earnings of agricultural labourers in 
various districts. 


Thirty-ninth Annual Report of the Inspectors of Fisheries 
(England and Wales). [Cd. 325.] Price 103d. 


This is the Annual Report to the Board of Trade by the 
Inspectors of Fisheries on the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries of 
the United Kingdom, and deals with the year 1899. The Inspec- 
tors report that the falling off in the yield of salmon which was so 
noticeable in 1897 and 1898 was generally speaking continued in 
1899, and the returns are far below the average of former years. 
According to returns prepared by the Fishmongers’ Company, of 
23,435 boxes of salmon sold at Billingsgate in 1899, 1,692 boxes 
were English (including those from Berwick), 15,411 Scotch, 
4,265 Irish, 584 Dutch, 8 German and 218 Canadian. The average 
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price, during the season of 1899, of British and Irish salmon sold 
at Billingsgate Market fwas just over 1s. 7d. per lb., the average 
price of the English and Welsh fish being 1s. 9d. per ib. 


didente of Returns made to the Board of Trade of Shipping’ 
Casualties on or near the Coasts of the United Kingdom from the 1st 
July, 1898, to the 30th June, 1899. [Cd.318.] Price 4s. 9d. 

This return, which is published annually by the Marine Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, shows that in the twelve months from 
Ist July, 1898, to 30th June, 1899, the number of British vessels 
(sailing and steam) totally lost at sea was 400, their tonnage being 
175,681. In the same period 1,360 lives were lost at sea by 
wrecks of and casualties to vessels belonging to the United King- 
dom, 1,201 being crew and 159 passengers and others. As regards 
casualties occurring to British and foreign vessels on or near the 
coasts of the United Kingdom in 1898-9, there were 376 cases of 
total loss, 900 serious casualties and 3,764 minor casualties, the 
number of lives lost being 520, of which 65 only were passengers. 


Statistical Abstract relating to British India, from 1889-90 to 
1898-99. [Od. 867.] Price 1s. 5d. 

This is the thirty-fourth issue of this Abstract, which contains 
in a summary form the official figures of the area, population, trade, 
finances, railways, shipping, industries, mineral production, &c., 
of British India during the decade 1889-90 to 1898-99. An 
appendix contains, with other information, a statement of the 
import duties in force in British India corrected up to 30th June, 
1900. 


Taxes and Imposts. Return. 284. Price 24d. 


This return show the rates of duties and taxes levied in the 
United Kingdom and the amounts raised under each head, as well 
as the changes in taxation consequent on the acceptance of the 
Budget proposals of 1900. 
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Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898, Supplementary) ove ooo] 3d. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies ne 
i 2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) ove on | “Sid. 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) . 
2375 Germany, Pru:sian 1897-1900 
2376 Naples ti899) eve oe | 2d. 
2377 Hangchow (1898) ove om 1d, 
| 2378 | Portugal (1897 and 1898) 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) owe | bd. 
2380 | Venice (1898-99) wn ol ao 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. wie — 23d, 
2382 New Orleans and (1899) 2d. 
2385 Servia (1898 and 1899) .. ese os 14d. 
2384 Somali Coast . 24d. 
2389 Para (1898-99) ove ose ld. 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) . ooo oo | 83d. 
2391 Texas (1899) . ose 
] 2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (1899) 
] 2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... the a _ 14d. 
4 2394 Charlestown and District 1}d. 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) ove 
2398 Baltimore (1899) 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) 1d. 
2400 Germany (1899) one 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast at (1899) we | 
2402 Bohemia (1899) oe “ 
2403 Pomerania (1899) ove ove 3d. 
2404 Aleppo (1899)... ove ove vee 
2405 Palestine (1899) one ld. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) 2d. 
2407 Corunna aad District (1899)... ose 23d. 
2408 Patras ead District ld. 
2409 Calais (1899) .. ose 2d. 
2410 Pirzeus (1899)... ove 1d. 
2411 | Cyclades (1899) sins 1d. 
2412 | Brest (1899) . ld. 
2413 Lombardy (1899) eee eee ld. 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) oon 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) ... 3d. 
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2416 Trieste (1899)... ove ost 
2417 Leghorn and ‘Ancona (1899) exe ose 2d. 
2421 | Ningpo (1899) dis 
2423 | New York (1899) 24d. 
2425 | Poland (1899) vee 23d. 
2427 Beira (1899) ... see «ve coe 
2428 Bussorah (1899) eee 
2429 Ichang (1899)... ove 4d. 
2430 Shasbih (1899) ove ove 
2431 Hamburg (1899) ove | 
2432 Wuchow (1899) sins oo | 
2435 Nice and District (1899) eee ld. 
2438 Genoa (1899) ove 2d. 
2439 Amsterdam (1899) ove wae 1d. 
2440 Pondicherry (1899) ___... par ove ld. 
2444 | Yokohama (1899) oe on 
2445 Bilbao (1899) ese oe ove 
2449 (1899) ese eee ose 
2450 Baden (1899) .. 1d. 
2451 Islands (1899) .. ose 1d. 
2452 Java (1899) wee 13d. 
2453 Tripoli (1899) = id. 
2454 Porto Alegre (1899)... Seo ld. 
2456 | Bengazi (1899) at 
2457 Wuhu (1899) ... eee 1d, 
2458 Elba (1899) ... ose 
2459 Baghdad (1899) ove soe wee d. 
2461 Goa (1899)... = a, 
2463 Honduras (1899) oso 1d. 
2464 Sonora (1899) owe 
2467 | Samshui (1899) 1d. 
2463 | Salonica (1899) 21d. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Aug. 30, 1900, 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


Place. Price. 
Algeria (1899) ose ove 24d. 
Rio de Janeiro (1899) 3d. 
Boston (1899)... ste 2d. 
Chefoo (1899) bes ld, 
Argentine Republic (1899) ld. 
Buenos Ayres(1899)_ ... 2d. 
Chile (1899) ... one 3d. 
Frankfort-on-Main (1899) = 3d. 
Brunei and Sarawak (1899) 1d. 
Hawaiian Islands (1899) 1d. 
Lecce (1899) . | 
Central Africa Protectorate (1899) ooo | 
Kiukiang (1899) Kien ld. 
Amoy (1899) ... one 1d. 
Switzerland (Textiles i in 1898) 24d. 
San Francisco (1899) ... 24d. 
Northern Portugal (1899) 14d. 
Port Said and Suez (1899) 1d. 
Corea (1899) . oo] 
Dutch and French Guiana (1899) ooo] 
Dantzig, Konigsberg and d Memel (1899) 
Chiengmai (1899) eee 1d. 


{ 
346 
No. 
2469 
; 2470 
2471 
2472 
2473 
2474 
2475 
2476 
2477 
: 2478 
2479 
2480 
2481 
2482 
2483 
2484 
2485 
2486 
2487 
2488 
2489 
2490 
2491 
2492 y 
2493 
2494 
2495 
2496 
2497 
2498 
2499 
2300 
2501 
2502 
2503 
2504 
i 2505 
2506 
2507 
2508 
2509 
2510 
2511 
2512 
2513 
2514 
2515 | 
2516 
2517 
2518 
2519 | 
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The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. _ Price. 
519 Belgiwm.—F lax Industry of Courtrai_... aes 4d. 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies ooo eee bd. 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law... 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... oe one 4d. 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 4d, 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports} 3d. 


of “Iron and Ironware,” and “ Implements, Machines,’ 
&c., from 1897 to 1899. 
526 United States.—Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American | 2d. 
es. 
527 Tripoli.—Agriculture, Horticulture, and other Natural Re- 2d. 
sources of Tripoli. 
528 Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the year 3d. 
ending June 30, 1899 j 
529 Russia.— Report on the Waterway between the Baltic and 1d. 
Black Sea .. 


530 Brazil.—Report on the ‘State of ‘Amazonas 24d. 
531 Austria-Hungary y.—Report on State encouragement to Ir n- ‘4 

dustry in Hungary ... gd. 
532 United States.—Mining Industry, of Colorado 
533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway... 34d: 
534 Belgium.—Report on the present state of the Belgian Coal, 

Metal, and Glass Industries... re 4d. 
535 Germany. —Report on German East Africa, 1892 to 1899... 3d. 

Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may & obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price, 


| Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin .. 44, 
2 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ...| $d, 
3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries 4d. 
4 Declaration between the United Kingdom and the Grand |! > 
Duchy of Luxemburg respecting the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks 4d, 
5 Procés- Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse siccahiauaaanen | 
of 3lst May, 1865... 3d. 
6 International Sanitary Convention ove Bd. 
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Treaty Series—continued. 


Cenvention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 
lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 
countries... 

Accession of the Republic of Uruguay to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August; 1864, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 
field 

International Convention respecting the Liquor. ‘traffic in 
Africa 

Treaty of Friendship, “Commerce and Navigation between 

the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 
to the Registration of British Subjects in Siam . es 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following eee relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Jamaica 
Seychelles... 
Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements... 
Basutoland ... 
Niger Coast Protectorate eee 
British Guiana 

. Falkland Islands 
British New Guinea 
Bermuda 


} | 
| 
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No. | | Price. 
| 
| 4d. 
4 
i 1d. 
10 
1 
| 4d. 
11 
id. 
12 
id. 
i 13 
| 1d. 
14 
13d. 
15 id. 
16 | 
hd. 
d 
| 
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